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PREFACE. 





* .THE intimate connexion which has fo long 
fubfifted between this country and tht continent of India, 
naturally renders every Englithman deeply interefted:in al} 
that relates to a quarter of the globe which has been the 
theatre of fcenes highly important. to, his country; and 
which, perhaps, at the moment when he perufes the de- 
feription of it, may be the refidence mame apy aad 
his deareft friends. 


Ir is only matter of furprize, that, of a country fo nearly 
allied to us, fo little fhould be known, The public is, in- 
deed, greatly indebted to the learned labours of gentlemen, 
who haye refided there, for the information which they have 
afforded concerning the Laws and the Religion of the Hin- 
doo tribes; as well as for correét and well digefted details 
eo See eo a as eee But of the 
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‘face of the country, of its arts, and natural. produftions, lit. 
te has yet been faid. Gentlemen who have,refided Jong in 
India lofe the’ idea’ of the firft imprefion which that very” 
curious country mokes upon an entire ftranger: the novelty 
is foon effaced, and the mind, by a common and natural 
operation, foon dire®s its views to more abftraét {peculation ; 
reafoning allames the place of obfervation, and the traveller 
is loft in the philofopher. 


To fupply, in fome flight degree, this hiatus in the topo- 
graphical department of literature, is the immediate objeét 
of the following pagés. It will, I flatter myfelf, not be dif- 
agreeable to my readers to be informed, that they confilt of 
few plain obfervations, noted down'upon the fpot, in the 
fimple garb of truth, without the finallef embellithment 
from fidtion, or from fancy. ‘They were chiefly intended for 
my own amulement, and to enable me to explain to my 
friends a number of drawings which I had made during my 
refidence in India, fome of which accompany the prefeat 
publication, ‘The apology is trite; but in this cafe its truth, 
and the refpeftability of the name to which I refer, muft 
plead my excule...uit was owing entirely to the influence 
and perfuafion ‘of my moft juftly efteemed friend, Henry 
‘James Pye, Eq, Poet\Laureat, that thefe obfervations have 
been fabmitted to is which Ihave ever regarded 


with awfal refpe&.. Lic, 
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‘Wuute I acknowledge my heart-felt obligations to one 
friend, it is not confilent with my prefent feelings to omit 
the kind attentions of another, My learned friend, Dr. 
Gregory, by his perufal and revifion of my manulcript, con- 
tributed greatly to leffen my apprehenfions of that ordeal to 
which I was about to commit myfelf; and though he infifts 
upon my ftating, that his corre€tions were almoft\ entitely 
verbal, yet I cannot but be confeious, that, without them, 
the work would have appeared in a Mill more’ imperfeét 
fate. 5 

Arve all, 1 am aware that I atid in netd of every 
candid allowance on the part of my readers, It is evident 
that the fludies abfolutely requifite to any degree of profi- 
ciency in a liberal art, and the praétice of that art afier- 
wards as a profeffion, can leave but little Ieifure for the 
cultivation of literature; and perhaps my engagements have 
been even more unfavourable to this objeét than thofe of moft 
artifls, A long circumnavigation, and the profeffional la- 
bour required in completing the works for Captain Cook's 
fecond voyage, occupied me for fevcral years; and a voyage 
to India, with my. different excurfions in that country, ab- | 
forbed no inconfiderable portion of my time and attention, 


On another part of this work I can Speak with rather 
more confidence, becaufe I am lef perfonally concerned; 
and becaufe, as far as I am concerned, I appear in my pro- 
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per profeffional charaéter. The drawings, from which the 

plates for this work are engraved, I have already men- 

tioned were made'upon the {pot : and, to the utmoft of my 
ability, are fair and accurate reprefentations of the originals. 

Of the execution of the plates, while I feel that too much - 
cannot be faid, my fenfes fufficiently convince me that it is | 
unneceffary to fay any thing, I therefore conclude with 
fhorlly returning my thanks to the artifts for the care and 
attention they have beftowed upon them. 


Quen Sranss, May Fair, 
Feb. 18, 1793" 
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large gold car-rings and white turbans,’ 
The “he ‘receives from thefe flrangers is by 
“bending their bodies very low, touching the deck with 
the back of the hand, and the forehead eee vies, 


‘Tue natives firft feen in India by an European Cre, 
are Hindoos, the original inhabitants of the Peninfula, 
Jn this part of India they are delicately framed, their 
hands if particular are more like thofe of tender fee 
males; and do' not “appear to be, what is confidered 
@ proper profortion to the reft of the perfon, which i 
ufually above the middle fize. Correfpondent to this deli- 


* Tears drefs is in India ufually worn both by Hindoos, and Mahomedans, 
and Is called Jammah ; whence the dref well known in, England, and wor 
by children, i& ufually called a jain, 


+ ‘Te complexions of ‘the peuple ‘on the Coat of Coromandel and to the 
fouthward, are contiderably darker than thofe to the northward. I¢ is alfo to 
be obletved, that the native Hindoos are generally: darket than the Mus. 
fialman, who originally came from Tartary and. Perfia. ‘The later spay 
in fat be called a fair poople; and T have even feen many of them with red 
Ana and floid complexions. It is a well known fact, that when a Tartar ot 
Pesfian family ae refided in Indin for a few generations; their complexions 
Dave confiderably deepened. The Mogul family of the hoale of Timoor, 1 
‘underfiand, “are of deep olive complexion. 
es 


“Tr las boon obferved of the arms frequently Brought t this country, that 
‘of the fab is to Smal for mot European han 
ba : 
a) 


jae 





- Frot the thip a Mrangeris conveyed on fhore ina boat | 
‘of the country, called a Maffoolah boat: a work of curious > 
nftruétion, and well calculated to elude the violent thocks 
‘of the furf, that breaks here with great violence: they are 
formed without a keel, flat-bottomed, with’ the fides raifed 
‘high, and fewed together with the fibres ofthe cocoa-nut 
tree, and caulked with the fame material: they are re. 
markably’ light, and are managed with great dexterity by 
the natives: they are ufually attended by two kattamarans, 
(rafis) paddled by one man each, the intention of which 
is, that, fhould the boat be overfet by the violence of the 
furf, the perfons in it_may be preferved, ‘The boat is dri- 
ven, as thefailors fay, high and dry;/and the paflengers 


» “are landed on a fine, fandy beach: and immediately enter 


Te appearance-of the natives is exceedingly varied, 





“the fort of Madras. 


rst 








fome aré wholly nakét, and others To clothed, that nothing 
A to be dilcovered ; befides, 








acetone: and ic was fappote “that within the fpace 
‘of three days not lefs than two hundred thoufand of the 
‘country people were received within. the: * black town of 
‘Madras. Our Government behaved on this melancholy 
eccafion with their. ufual Resmi and liberality; and 
notionly publick, but private relief was afforded them to a 
confiderable amount. 





Tose poor people were foon afterwards diftributed to- 
the northward, and, into the fircars; which are lands that 
lay to the northward of Madras, snide ree 
ceded to the Leal evry 


$i actin sie ay. shi pelgaan: dheitoed of the: Gos 
yernment of Madras; and the folicitous attention of bis 
lady, to relieve the private inconvenience of many Englith 
families, who were alfo obliged to take thelter within the 
walls of the fort, mufl ever be remembered with refpeét. 


“Every objeét that now prefemed itfelf 10 the imagin- 
ation bore the fame threatening and calamitous alpett: 
the country houfes of the Englifh, within one milesof, the 
fo, were Bripped of thir furatue, by the 
* Adjoining aay ore ‘large 
town, commonly called Se ee 
deere ay fri P 
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Big Say gentle lings bac va he 
7 praia peeps ten da link 





“Tue trope being collegied from dierent quarters, 
provifions and a proper train of artillery, the vanquithed. 
fpirits of the people appeared to revive ; and the reyot 
was again feen cultivating his. rice fields, or colleéting 
the fruits, Nothing lef was expe€ed when the army 
took the field, but that Hyder Ally would very foon’ be 
efeorted by a party of our troops into Fort St, George, 
and there make a public atonement for the miferies he 
had occafioned. This vifion foon vanifhed, in the un- 
happy fae of Colonel Baillie’ detachment; tnd the retarn 

a 

Tak aishy Sie Mitts CGB tts peck baal a 
itunes from the fort, a:Small Choultry: thele are publick buildings found all 
‘over Hindoftan, and are of indoo origin; they ate In fat analogous to thote 
‘buildings called gatavanferas, well known ihiough Afa, “Theyhave been eresled 
eee are ree Omer mar ea 

duals, A Bramin generally attends them who’ adminiflers relief to the poor 
ny halowasdinentard Mone ame tg 
wells are commonly near them, 









ity to recount their particulars in a deferiptive work 
“like this. ‘Thearrival of Sir Eyre Coote from Bengal, | 
‘with money and other fupplies, in September, and. the ac. 
tive meafiares purfued by that gallant officer, reflored con 
fidence to the troops; and the mofl fanguine hopes of the- 
‘inhabitants from his exertions were not difappointed, 





Tue opportunities that offer to a painter are fein a 
country which is over-run by an ative enemy.” I mailé how- 
ever among others a drawing of Marmalong bridge, which is 
a very modern work, built, as 1 am informed, at the private 
expence of an Armenian merchant. It is over a fimall ri- 
ver that runs near the mount, and falls into the fea at a 
little diftance before the village of St. Thomé, four miles 
to the fouthward:of Madras. ‘The Portugueze had formerly 
‘a confiderable fettlement at this village. The church and 
the dvelling-houfes of a few Portugueze families yet remain 
here. ‘The legendary tale of the Roman Catholic church 
is, that St. Thomas the apoftle, in the courfe of his. mif- 
fion to India, fuffered martyrdom on the fpot where. the 
church is built, > | 


‘Tie fettlement of Madras was formed by the Englith 
at or about the middle of the Iaft century, and was a 
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and fixed at the feveral {tages or pots for'facilitating travel» 
Jing; each flage, on an average, may be en Englith miles, 
The number of perfons are jufually nine, with two ad- 
ditional men or boys, to carry baggage and lights in the 
night, called moffoljees, from the name of the lights, moffol, 


Frow the apparent flate of a country, a juft eftimate 
may generally be formed of the happinels or the mifery of 
a people, Where there is neatnefs in the cultivation. of 
the land, and that land tilled to the utmoft of lits bounda- 
rics, it may reafonably be fuppofed that the government is 
the proteftor and not the opprelfor of the people. ‘Through 
out the kingdom of Bengal it appears highly flourithing in 
tillage of every kind, and abounding in cattle, ‘The vil- 
lages are neat and clean, and filled with fwarms of people, 


Tune are few objedis to attra@ the attention of the 
curious traveller from Calcutta, until he reaches the plains 
-of Plafley. This fpot to every refleéting Englifhman muft 
be highly interefting, when he confiders that on this thea- 
tre, in the month of June, 1757, was difputed the éxiftence of 
his countrymen in Bengal, even as merchants, ‘The great 
abilities difplayed by Lord Clive previous to the bale of 
Plaffey; as well as in that a@ion, both asia general and a 
Politician, undoubtedly entitle him to the high reputation 
which is attached to his memory; finze on that plain was 
laid the foundation of anempire in India, the influence of 

Aaa . 
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‘over a larger traét of country, and 
greater numbers {of people, than have been united under 
any one -fince the time of Aurungzebe: - 

! ae * 

“Az Plaffey isa houfe which was once a hunting feat of 
the Nabob of Bengal: it is diftant from Calcutta about 
feventy Englith miles, and fomewhat more than thirty from 
Moorthedabad, In Moorfhedabad there are few buildings 
‘of note: the molt confiderable is the remains of the Cut- 
terab, This was’formerly a publick feminary for men 
of learning among the Muffelmans; but it has long fince 
gone to decay. It confifts of a large fquare area, each fide 
of which is fomewhat more than feventy feet in length, fur- 
rounded by acloyfter, divided into fingle rooms, crowned 
with a dome, and one window in each, In the center on 
the fide oppofite the entrance was a mofque, raifed con- 
fiderably above the buildings on cither fide: the extreme 
angles on that fide where the mofque was fituated are ter- 
‘iminated by two towers, rifing feveral feet higher than the 
reft of the building. 

¢ ‘ 

‘Tus building was ereéicd by Jaffier Cawn, the Nabob. 
of Bengal, in the eatly part of the prefent century; who, 
from the mildnefs of his manners, his love of learning, 
and ftri@ attention to juftice, was the moft popular noble- 
man who ever held that office in Bengal under the Mogul 
government, Moorthedabad was the feat of his refidencey 
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_ and to this place he invited men of tal. On the op- 
pofite fide of the river is the tomb of A iverdi Cawn, the 
grandfather of Suraja Dowlah, fo well known for his hatred. 
to the Englith, and his condué to his prifoners on the 
taking of Calcutta in 1756.* This is an oblong building, - 





* When the fort of Caleatta, was clofely befieged by Saraja Dowlah, Mr, 
Drake, the goverat, and many others, with feveral ladies of the fetlement, 
efcaped to the Englith thips then lying off the town, and which thips fell down 
as low as Falta, one third of the diftance to the mouth of the river, where they 
remained for leven months in the greatett diftrefs, both for provifions and every 
‘other article of neceffarics:. Mr. Gregory, a gentleman fince well known in the 
political world, and? particularly for his knowledge in India affiry, and many 
years a Direétor of the Ea India Company in Londoo, ventured in ‘a very 
heavy gale of wind, in a country boat, to pats Caleutta, and proceeded to Char- 
ddenagore, to folicit afftance frdim the French governor, who received him with 
all the perfopal politenefs that is the mark of that nation, but without offering 
any thing to remove the ditrefs of the Knglith at Fulta. From the French Mr. 
‘Gregory proceeded to the Dutch fettlement at Chinfurah, where he was received 
with unaffeéted good manners and friendlies, After relating the ditreffes his 
countrymen laboured under, the Dutch governor prepared for shelr relief and 
his lady went round the ferlement and procured linen and other articles, for the 
‘accommodation and comfort of the ladies; and, in the courte of two days, the 
‘governor difpatched a loop, under the care of Mr. Van Staten, their commander 
in chief, tothe Englith, loaded with (everal articles of proviions, many chefs of 
‘wine, and twenty leaguers of arrack, for the ule of thé people, At the fame 
time this humanity arse Diewn to the people on board the thips, the governors 
hhoufe was f filled with the diftreffed that had efcaped from Caleta, that he and 
his family were obliged to fleep on board a budgerow in the river. The name of 
eed erm Mi ices Bie suf eyeé be remembered by the Eng 
fit with relpest. 

da 
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crowned with fivé domes ; cau Gw nahuagcilan 
the others, and the two extremes lefs than the intermediate. 
This pyramidal form is ufual in all the buildings of the 
Eaft, whether Moorith or Hindoo: fo minutely attentive 
have they been to this, that a-mofque at Chunar, being tried 
with a cord Rretched from the fammit of the center building, 
the cord has been found to touch the ‘extremes at the outer 
wall that inclofes the building. During the ufurpation of 
Aliverdi Cawn, his wars with the Mathattas, who were 
continually over-running the country, left him little lei- 
fare for the embellfhment of the city, however he might 
have been difpofed. . 


ety 
+ “'\ Jus road proceeds from Moorfhedabad through the vil- 


lagés of Jungepoor and Sooty, to Oodooanullah. This road 
is-emplled by feveral nullahs,t {me of which have ferry 
bat} flationed at them, to accommodate the traveller. At 
the fafl mentioned place is a bridge, built by Sultan Sujah, 
fecond fon of the Emperor Shah Ichan,* who was appoint- 
‘Subah of the province of Bengal, one hundred and thirty 
years ago. This is one of the moft elegant [pecimens in 
architeéture -of thofe times; and it has become: famous in 
ours by the viélory obtained over the troops of Meer Cof 
fim, in the year 376},\ by the late Major Adams, This 
4 Nias are Small fireams, oF brook 

‘+ The Emperor Shah Tian hogan his reign in the year 1627, and reigned 


‘iety-two years. He war depofed by his third fia, the famous Allumgie; 
better known in Europe by the name of Aurungzebe. 
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viGory-was facilitated by an accident that)happened on the 
bridge: the carriage of one of the enem’’s large pieces of 
artillery broke down, and flopping the threw them 
into confifion, Oodooanullah is two miles from Rajemahel; 
and Rajemahel is nearly eighty miles from Moorfhedabad: it 
lies on the weftern bank of the Ganges, which is high and 
bold, and at the foot of a chain of hills. The fituati 
efleemed unhealthy, from the forefls in its neighbouthood. 
Tt was the feat of the government of Bengal, under Sultan 
Sujah, and it continued to be his refidence until he fell 
in the conteft for the empire with his brother Aurungzebe. 
The numberleis ruins found at and in the neighbourhood, 
evinced his paffion for building; and the great extent of 
many of them affords a proof of his fplendor and magnifi- 
cence, There yet remains a part of the palace: which was 
fupported by vaft o@angular piers, raifed from the edge of the 
river, The great hall yet remains, with fome leffer apart- 
ments, as well as the principal gate leading to the palace: 
thefe are furrounded by immenfe maffes of ruins, This pa- 
lace, in the time of Sultan Sujah, was nearly deltroyed by 
fire: the zananah, or that part inhabited by the females 
of his family, was totally deftroyed, 


Areapteion prevails in this part of the country, that 
more than three hundred women fell a facrifice to modelly 
on this occafion; none of them daring to fave themfelves, 
from the apprehenfion of being {een by the then, At a lit. 





x “government ‘plenitude of its 
be lene co is cents og 
ae ea 






empire, “and. particularly fo from Ca(hmire, a’ country- 
mous for the beauty ‘of its women.® From Rajemahel the 
publick road -continues by the fide of the river, atthe foot 


cnc pate of Sieri Gully, whence it enters the 


Bahar. This pafs, inthe time of the Hindoo and 





in Europe in the prefent day. accounts are to be fotind of fuch in the old 
‘novels, which may be accounted for from the Spaniatds retaining cuttoms 


aod ‘theif Moorith rian 
4 Sc “SE 
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decay, is the eale with which they are elided; for, in the 
year 1749-3, the whole Mahratta army, confifting of fifty 
thoufand men, under Bofchow Pundit, palled through the 
Kills above Colgong, and to the fouth-welt of this pafs into 
Bengal. On the top of the hill is a ruined tmb of a Mufful- 
man fied, or faint, “The whole feene appeared to me highly 
pi@urefque; a plate, therefore, is given of this view, as it 
marks the general charaéter of this part of the country, At 
this place I was met by a party of feapoys, fent’by my much 
Iamented and revered friend, the late Auguftus Cleveland, Efq. 
then colle@tor of the difiriéts of Rajemahel and Bauiglepoor, 
to efvort me'to the falls of Mootejema in the hills, about four 
cofs, or eight Englith miles inland from the river. Ffom 
the height of the hills, thefe cafcades are clearly feen, in the 
time of the rains, the river being then near thirty fect 
higher than in the dry feafon, and the falls confiderably 
increafed. The road, or rather path, is through the jun- 
gles, or woods; and when rain has lately fallen in the hills, 
the noife of the cataraét is diflinétly heard at the diftance of 
two Englih miles, -It confifts of two falls, which taken to- 
gether, the perpendicular height meafures one hundred and 
five feet, The water, falling over vat miaffes of rocks, is 
received in'a bafon below, and continues running through 
fragments of the rock, rent from above, until it is loft in the 
Ganges. At the bottom of the lower fall is a great hollow 
cave, which is eafily entered from either fide, and the water 
is feen from within, forming part of the arc of a great cir- 
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under great trees, which are filled with a variety of birds of 
beautiful colours, many of them of the parrot tribe; and, 
amongft others, peacocks in abundance, which fitting on 
the’ vaft horizontal branches, and difplaying their varied 
plumage to the fan, dazzle the eyes of the’ traveller as he 
paffes, In this route many inferior rivers are paffed, that 
feed the waters of the Great Ganges, which, at this feafon of 
the year,are very low; and the fleepnefs of many of their banks 
renders the carriage extremely troublefome to the pallankeen 
bearers. At Colgong there is a confiderable ftream, that 
falls intothe Ganges, which by its continued force, and par- 
ticularly in the time of the periodical rains, has detached 
two large rocks, and formed them into iflands, covered with 
woods, full feventy yards from the fhore. There is a pat 
fage between the iflands and the fhore filled. with funken 
rocks, which form violent eddies, ‘The paffage is fometimes 
only to be effeéted by fall boats; and in the time of the 
rains is efteemed exceedingly dangerous. I knew an in- 
flance in which it had nearly proved fatal, 


Tue country about Colgong is, I think, the moft beauti- 
ful I have feen in India. The waving appearance of the 
land, its fine turf and detached woods, backed by the ex- 
tenfive; forelts on'the hills, brought to my’ mind many of the 
fine parks in England; and its overlooking the Ganges, 
which has more the appearance of an’ocean at this place 
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Hindoo temples are beautifully carved: but of this I thall 
have occafion to {peak hereafter, when I treat of the fubjeé 
of Hindoo archite@ture. 


I rroceeptn from Sultungunge to Bauglepoor, where 
my purfuits were promoted with a degree of liberality that 
peculiarly marked the mind of the gentleman who then go- 
verned this diftri@; and of whom, in common gratitude, I 
muft ever fpeak with veneration and efteem, At the en- 
trance of the town of Bauglepoor, 1 made a drawing of a 
banyan tree, of which a plate is annexed. This is one of 
thofe curious produétions in nature which cannot fail to 
excite'the attention of the traveller, The branches of this 
tree having thoots depending from them, and taking root, 
again produce, and become the parents of others. Thefe 
trees, in many inftances, cover fuch an extent of ground, 
that hundreds of people may take fhelter under one of them 
from the feorching rays of the fan, ‘The care that was taken 
in the government, and the minute attention to the happi- 
nels of the people, rendered this diftriét, at this time, 
(1781) a perfeét paradife. It was not uncommon to fee the 
manufaGturer at his loom, in the cool fhade, attended by his 
friend foftening his labour by the tender ftrains of mufic. 
‘There are to be met with in India many old piGures repre- 
fenting fimilar fubjeéts, in the happy times of the Mogul 
government. 33 i 
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‘Moncuetr is a large Indian town, with an old fort, One 
fide of the fort is flanked by the Ganges, and that to the 
land by a wide and deep ditch, There are three principal 
gates; one on the fide next the river, another on the eaif 
fide, and another on the fouth. ‘That to the ealt appears to 
have been very flrong: the walls are flanked with fquare 
towers, in the old file of caflles; many fimilar ruins being 
mow to be found in England. The fort was built in the 
middle of the laft century, by Sultan Sujah; but the place 
is famous for being a military flation many centuries back. 
The area within the walls of the fort is very confiderable; 
it is generally made-a ftation for a part of the Englith 
troops; and there is a houfe here for the commanding officer, 
built by the late General Goddard, 


From Calcutta to Mongheir the face of the country is ex- 
tremely varied, Bengal, however, to the entrance into the 
province of Bahar, is almoft a perfect flat, or the rife is fo 
gentle as not to be perceived. ‘The foil is rich, confifting 
chiefly of @ black earth, intermixt with fine fand. From 
Rajemahel it affumes a different charaéter ; hills are feen 
rifing in many parts into mountains, and covered with im- 
men{e forefis of timber: the foil here is alfo more arid, and 
the air drier, than in the lower parts of Bengal, The heat 


¢ 
* On this fpot was found, a few years back, a orale plate, with a Santebrite 
infeription ofa grant, as early asthe firft century of Cheiftianity. 
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in the months of March, April, and May, is itnmoderate ; 
and, until it becomes tempered by the rains that conftintly 
fall in June and July, it is dreadful to the bearers of the 
travel in the middle of the day: the duft and 
indéed, fo intolerable, that they/are frequently 
undef the neceflity of putting down their burthens, and thel- 
tering themfelves beneath the fhade of the banyan trees, 
many of which are found on the road, particularly by the fide 
of wells, or fome little choultry on the borders of a tank. 
‘The number of  thefe rural accommodations for travellers re- 
fle the higheft credit on the care of the old Hindoo and Moor- 
ith governments. It is particularly mentioned in the life of 
the Emperor Shere Shah, that, although a ufurper who 
obtained the empire by the moft atrocious aéts, he paid the 
moft humane attention to the comforts and accommodations 
of his people, He caufed wells tobe dug at every cof, (or 
two miles) and trees to be planted on the road fide, At 
many of thefé wells have T halted in my journies. They 
are, iit from ten to fourteen feet in diameter, and 
lined with fone: the mafonry excellent; and they are raifed 
pre ate ces. age 
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cant tg Srey: under the fhade of fome 
{Spreading twee, by the fide of the wells or tanks, In one 
Parcmay be feen dhe native fliers, ther half pikes flicking 
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by their fide, and their thields lying by them, with their 
fabres and matchlocks; in another part is,’ perhaps, a com- 
pany of merchants, engaged in calculation, or of devotees 
in the a& of focial worlhip; and in ariother, the common 
Hindoo pallankeen bearers baking their bread. ‘This opera- 
tion is performed in an ealy and expeditious manner by thefe 
people: they make @ {mall hole in the earth of about a foot 
in diameter, in which they light a fire, and on the top of the 
fire they place a flat iron plate, which they always carry 
with them, and which they fupport with Rone’; they mix 
their flour with a litle water, and bake their cakes, which 
are foon dreffed, are very wholefome, aid I think not unt 
palatable. On the whole, I mutt fay, that the fimplicity 
and primitive appearance of thele groups delighted me. 


Tr is not uncommon alfo, in excurfions through thefe 
parts of the country, to meet with various fakirs, with a 
more than favage appearance, Sometimes whole families 
may be feen travelling up and down the country, forming 
moft beautiful piturefque groups; fometimes with camels 
loaded with goods; fome of the party riding on bullocks, the 
females in hackeries, and the younger part of the company 
on fimall horfes, brought from the mountains bordering the 
eaftern fide of Bengal. Thefe horfes are called tanyans, and 
are mollly pye-bald, The men march on foot, armed with 
{pears and matchlocks: their fabres arid thields are flung 
actofs their backs, Thefe are certainly valuable fubjeéts for 
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the painter, Tieng of the traveller in India are the 
ferais, or caravanferais, (or places for the caravans) as they 
are called in Europe. Many of thefe are in the great roads, 
and have been ereéted either by charitable perfons, or at the 
public expence? The Emperor, whom I have already men- 
tioned for his attemion to the public accommodation, built 
many, from the extremity of Bengal to Lahore. There is a 
noble building of this kind remaining at Rajemahel, built by 
Sultan Sujah, when Subah of Bengal. ‘The form is a fquare 
of equal fides: the entrance from the Bengal road is through 
a large and highly amamented gate, which alfo poffelfes mix 
litary ftrength nd Jef than beauty, Round the four fides is 
a wall about twenty feet high; attached to the wall round 
the fides are feparate apartments, covered on the top, and 
open to the center of the area within. In thefe places the 
traveller’ lodges his goods, and fleeps; the area within the 
fqnare is for the beafts. Attendant on thefe ferais are poor 
people, who furnith a fmall bedftead for the traveller to fleep 
on, and who are rewarded by a trifling fum, amounting to 
perhaps a penny Englith. ‘The Mahomedatt is, in general, 
‘a generous man compared with the Hindoo on thefe occafions, 
Oppofite the Bengal gate is another in this ferai; which, 
however, ce ‘than merely an_ opening through 
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ries of {eenery perfeéily new; the different boats of the 
country, and the varied thores of the Gunges.. This im- 
menfe current of water faggefls rather the idea of an ocean 
than of a river, the general breadth of it being from two to 
five miles, and in fome places more, The largeft boats 
failing up or paffing down, appear, when in the middle of 
the ftream, as mere points, and the eaftern fhore ‘only as a 
dark line marking the horizon, The rivers I have feen in 
Europe, even the Rhine, appear as rivulets in -comparifon 
with this enormous mai of water, I do not know a ‘more 
pleafant amufement than failing down the Ganges in the 
warm feafon: the ait, palling over the great reaches of the 
river many miles in length, is.fo tempered as to feel delight- 
fully-refrefhing. After fan-fet the boats are generally moored 
clofe to the banks, where the fhore is bold, and near a 
gunge or market, for the accommodation of the people, It 
is common, on the banks of the river, to fee fimall Hindoo 
temples, with gauts or paffages, and flights of fleps to the 
river, In the mornings, at or after fun-rife, the women 
bathe in the river; and the younger part, in particular, con- 
tinue a confiderable time in the water, {porting and playing 
like Naiads or Syrens, To a painter’s mind, the fine an- 
tigue figures never fail to prefent themfelves, when he ob- 
ferves a beautiful female form afcending thefe fleps from the 
rivet, with wet drapery, which perfeéily difplays the whole 
perfon, and with vafes on their heads, carrying water to the 
temples. A fight no lefs novel or extraordinary, is the Bra- 
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mins at their oraifons; perfeétly abflragted, for the time, to 
every pafling oljeft, however attraétive. Thele devotees 
are generally naked, except a fmall piece of drapery round 
the middle. A furprizing fpirit of cleanlinefs is to be ob- 
ferved among the Hindoos: the ftreets of their villages are 
commonly {wept and watered, and fand is frequently ftrewed 
before the doors of the houfes. ‘The fimplicity, and perfeet- 
ly modeft charaéter, of the Hindoo women, cannot but 
atreft the attention of a flranger. With downcaft eye, and 
equal ftep, they proceed along, and farcely turn to the 
right or to the left to obferve-a foreigner’as he pafles, how- 
ever new or fingular his appearance. ‘The men are no lefs 
retnarkable for their hofpitality, and are conftantly attentive 
to accommodate ‘the trayeller in his wants, During the 
whole of the journey in my pallankeen, whatever I wanted, 
as boiling water for my tea, milky-eggs, é&c, &c. I never 
‘met with impofition or delay, but always experienced an 
uncommon readinef& to oblige, and that accompanied with 
manners the moft fimple and accommodating. In perfeét 
‘oppofition is the Muffulman charuéter;—haughty, not to _ 
fay infolent ; and ferocious, I beg, however, to be 
nina gt ecco, for a Moorifh gentleman may 
be confidered, ‘a perfeét model of a well bred man. The 
Hindoos are chiefly fhufbandmen, mannfaGturers, and’ mer- 
chants, except two tribes—the Rajapoots, who are military, 
‘and the Bramins,. who are ecclefiaftics. The Muflulmans 
e claffed as entitely military, as few of them exercife 
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any other employment, except colleéting the revenues, he 
under the Moorifh governments have ‘beet! always done by 
military force. f f 


Ar this feafon of the year it is not uncommon, towards 
the evening, to fee a fmall black cloud rifing in the ealtern 
part of the horizon, and afterwards Spreading itfelf to the 
north-well. This phenomenon is always attended with a 
violent torm of wind, and flathes of the ftrongeft and moft 
vivid lightning and heavy thunde¥, which is followed by rain, 
Thefe forms fométimes lait for half an hour or more; and 
when they difperfe they leave-the air greatly frefhened, and 
the tky of a deep, clear, and tranfparent blue. When they 
occur near the fall moon, the whole atmofphere is illumin- 
ated by a foft but brilliant filver light, attended with gentle 
airs, as Stinkeffeare has expreffed— 


+ When the fwreet wind did gently kiG the trees, 
“© And they did make no_noife.” 

Passinc by the city of Moorfhedabad, on the evening of 
a Muffulman holiday, I was much entertained to fee the 
river covered with innumerable lights, juft floating above 
the furface of the water. Such an uncommon appearance 
was, at firft, difficult to account for; but I: found, upon 
enquiry, that npon thefe occalions they fabricate a number 
of fall lamps, which they light and fer, afloat on the river: 
the fteam conftanily running down, they are carried to a 


2 








CHA 


Embark in the Train of the Governor General—Boats of the 
Country deferibed—Remarks on thofe of the South Sea— 
Views on the River—Dutch, French, and Danifh Settle. 
ments—Sir Eyre Coote's—Coffimbuzen—Sir Jolin DiOyley's 
—Patna—Reception of the Governor there—Mofque, of 
Moonhier-—Arrive at Buxar—Gazipoor—Curious Ruins— 
Benares—Arreft of the Rajah—Infurrettion at Benares— 
Principal Events of the War-—Flight from Benares, and 
Return thither. 


Tip act cemain long in the capital of Bengal, on niy 
return from Mongheir, before a new opportunity was pre+ 
fented to me of again indulging the curiofity which I felt 
both as an artift and @ man, to enlarge my acquaintance 
with a country fo fertile in the beauties of nature at lealt. It 
being determined by the Bengal Government that it was 
expedient, for the public utility, that the Governor General 
fhould make a tour through @ part of the country, Mr. 
Hallings, with that liberality and attention to the arts which, 
hhas ever charaGicrized his conduét, acceded to my requelt, 
Sy Be ime to accompany him, ! 


Reborayis al ate Oe 
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vary in their Gze according to the condition of their ownerss 
fore may be about fixty feet in length, having very high fterns; 
many of them twelve fect from the water's edge, and quite 
fharp at the upper point: in the center they are broad, hav- 
ing a confiderable bearing in the water, and quite harp fore 
ward, They are fleered with a large paddle or oar, extending 
ten feet from the flern ; and there is generally one maftin the 
center, on which is hoifted a large {quare fail: they have like- 
wife atopmatt, on which is a fquare fail for fine weather. 
Thefe boats are ill calculated to go near the wind, and indeed 
are dangerous, from the great weight abaft; they aré, how~ 
ever, extremely commodions, having in the center a fmall ve 
rander, or open portico, opening by a door into a handfome 
room, lighted by a range of windows on cach fide. This is 
the dining or fitting room, within which is a convenient 
bed chamber, generally containing a fmall clofet: the heighth 
of the fitting room is ufually from feven’to nine feet. Be- 
fides this boat, a gentleman is ufually attended by two 
‘others; | pulwah, for the accommodation of the kitchen, 
and a fimaller boat, a paunchway, which is deftined to con- 
vey him either on thore or on board, as it frequently hap- 





yad bows, ‘Thefe boats are much fafer, fail near and 
ep their wind, and there is no danger attending their 
taking the ground; they are, befides, calculated for carry 
ing a greater quantity of fail. Another boat of this country, 
which is very curioully conftrnéted, is called a Moor-punky : 
thefe are very long and narrow, fometimes extending to up- 
-wards of an hundred feet in length, and not more than 
eight feet in breads; they are always paddled, fometimes 
by forty men, and are fleered by a large paddle from the 
flern, which rifes either in the Shape of a peacock, a {nake, 
t fome other animal. ‘The perfons employed to paddle are 
direfted by a man who flands up, and fometimes he makes 
* branch of a plant to direét their motions, In one 











of the ftern is a canopy fupported by pillars, in which 
are ented the owner and his friends, who partake together 

of the refrefhing breezes of the evening. ‘Thefe boats are 
if nga aha 5 mtu os 
are highly varnithed, and exhibit 
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is ba ‘The flream is ufually calculated to run at the 
rate of five miles an hours bsrsaee san sie 
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made famous by the retreat of Aliverdy Cawn, in the face of 
a large Marhatta army, in May 1742. After palling Plalfy, 
which has been already mentioned, is the jgreat military fa- 
tion, in Bengal, Burhampoor, where there are barracks for 
ten thoufand men; anda little above is the ifland of Coffim-" 
buzar, in which is a faétory belonging to the Englifh com- 
pany, where a commercial refident is confantly ftationed: 
the gentleman then refident was Mr, $, Droz, whofe polite 
attentions to me I {hall always remember with pleafure. On 
this ifland there is likewife a Dutch faétory.- Ata thort dif 
tance from Coflimbuzar is the city of Moorlhedabad, where, 
at the period of which I am fpeaking, refided Sir John 
D/Oyley, then engaged in a political department. ‘The lie 
berality and. attentions of this gentleman to every’ perfor 
travelling this road are well known; and in his houfe, 1 may 
truly fay, reigned the very fpirit of old Englith hofpitality. 
From Moorfhedabad:the Hoogly river continues to Sooty, 
where is the entrance into the Ganges.” From this place to 
‘Mongheir it is ufual'to keep on the weltem fhore, and nearly 
all the way to Patna, unlefé a leading breeze from the fouth- 
ward and eaftward fhould enable the boatmen to fer 
as nearly fiom point to point as the thoals will admit. 
‘Every where on either fide of the river there are collec- 
eas tat and the country is in high cultivation. 


ea 
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> 1 tenegado in the fervice of the Nabob. 

| The-confequence of this feene of horror was, the expulfion 
of the Nabob, who afterwards drew the late Sujeh ul Dow- 
Jah, Nabob: of Oude, into a war with the Englifh, which 
‘terminated fo favourably and fo honourably ‘to the Britith 
charaéter at the battle of Buxar; when a peace was made, 
leaving the conquerors in the undifturbed poffeffion of Ben- 
gal, Babar, and part of Orixa. Meer Coffim became after- 
wards, from his crimes, an outeaft from fociety, and is 
ported to have died of want under the walls of Delhi, being 
prohibited from entering the city. 








From Patna I made an excurfion inland, about five cofs; 
to view the mofque of Moonhier, on the river Soane. | This 


building, though not large, is certainly very beautiful: it is 
a {quare, withiepavilions rifing from the angles; and in the 
center is “dome, the top’ of which is finifhed by 
what the India architeéts calla cullus = the line of the curve 
of the dome is not broken, but is continued by an inverted 
curve until it finithes in a erefcent. I cannot Bat greatly 
. Prefer: this to the manner in which all great domes are 
finithed in Europe, by ereéting a finall building on the top; 
which, at at avails! eepos eae H ie has a tharp 





Soane 
| Patna: at a finall diftance from Patna is Bankepour, where _ 
are thermeedeates:jof the Englilt Ss and “no 
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feet wide it encircles the floor, and, at equal fpaces, there 
were formerly fountains, In the center of the building is a 
“pace fufficient to contain twenty people. 


Neaaxy adjoining to this palace is a building for the 
purpofe of raifing water for the fountains, and fupplying 
them by the means of pipes, which communicate with each 
other, 


‘Asour two miles inland from the river ate the remains 
of a ferai; and, nearly adjoining, tombs, built at the fame 
period as the palace, Thefe buildings are in a fine-tafle of 
Moorith architeéture, and in very good repair. Views of 
both the palace and tombs are exhibited to the public in a 
work which I publifhed, containing Views in India, 


From Gazipoor I proceeded to Benares, a diflance of 
ie agi ies mid mee Cheeta the 
Governor General with his fuite. 


1 pera real pleafure on my arrival at|this place, from 
being able to contemplate the pure Hindoo manners, arts, 
buildings, and cuftoms, andepraved by any intermixture with 
the ‘dans; and laid my plans for obferving with the 

. oe tees ii came within the {phere of a painter's 

notice. The unhappy events that immitdiately fucceeded 
tea, for the prefent, thote defiges. 
ea ae 
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of the Rajah and the maffacre of the {eapoys but had they 
attacked the Governor General in his then defencelefs fitua- 
tion, every perfon with him muft have fillen a facrifice to 
their fury., : 


Tus. following day every Englifiman auended the fune- 
ral of Lieutenants Staulker, Scott, and Sims; and fome 
time after @ monument to their memory was. raifed over 
their remains, The gloom that fucceeded was truly melens 
choly ; the bufinels of the city was ftopt, and it was deferted 
by great numbers of the inhabitants. In paffing- through 
the ftreets knots of people, all of them armed, were ob- 
ferved fecretly confulting, From. this fituation we were 
rouled by an unhappy affair, arifing from the ill-judged am- 
bition of Captain Mayaffer, who commanded the remainder 
of Major Popham’s detachment at Mizapoor, on the oppo- 
fite fide of the river, confifing of a battalion of feapoys, and 
Captain Doxat's corps’ of challeurs, reinforced by Captain 
Blair's battalion of feapoys from Chunar. ‘This officer, con- 
trary to pofitive orders, led the troops to the attack of Ram- 
nagur, a fort and town on the oppofite fide of the river'to, 
Benares. The freets of this town are narrow, and every 
ea filled with the Rajah’s people. The confequence 
‘of this rafh conduét was, the lofs of Captain Mayaffer, Cap- 
a -three of the corps of ¢haifeurs, two guns, 
‘and one hundred and three men of all deno- 
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_ period to the war, by attacking vigoroufly both the fort of 
Patecta and that of Lutteefpoor, and both attacks happily 
fucceeded on the fame day, the Rajah flying from Lutteefpoor 
to take fandtuary in his (trong hold of Bidjegur. 1 fhould 
have remarked, that Pateeta lies about four miles north of 
‘Chunar, and Lutteefpoor ten miles beyond, in the fame ditecs 
tion : Bidjegue is filty miles from Chunar, i \ 


‘Te cruel and fanguinary difpofition of Chey Sing: was 
manifelted, during his refidence in Lutteefpoor, by an ation 
‘of peculiar atrocity, Some wounded. men who were taken 
prifoners in the camp that was left at Mirzapoor, on the re~ 
treat of the troops after the unhappy’ affair “of Captain 
Mayaffer, had been. conveyed to Lutecfpoor, where they 
were detained as prifoners, Upon hearing of the fuccefs of 
Captain Blair’s party, the Rajah ordered the unhappy men 
to be bound and carried into the woods, and wo be there 
maffacred in cold blood, One poor creature only efeaped 
in avery mangled condition into Chunar, 


Tax fort’of Chunar is fituated on the Ganges, near 
twenty miles above the city of Benares it is built on a rock, 
‘ ‘is fortified all round by a wall, ane’ towers at various 
At that end overlooking the river is fituated the 
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thought it needlefs to hold out any longer, and on the 7th 
of February, 1765, he furrendered’ the Fort to Major, now 
General Stibbert ; it was afterwards reftored to the Nabob, 
when the peace was fettled with that Prince; and in 1772, it 
was formally ceded by him to the Englith Eaft India Company, 
in exchange for the Fort of Allahabad. At this place is kept 
the magazine of amminition and artillery for the Brigade at 
Cawnpore. 


Duixo’ my ftay at Chunar I made feveral drawings 
of the Fort, and one of Pateeta, As the war was, however, now 
concluded, except obtaining pofleffion of Bidjegur (to which 
place Major Popham proceeded with his whole force), the 
whole party returned with the Governor General, through 
Ramnagur, to Benares, and arrived there the 28th of Septem- 
bers after which Thad fufficient Ieifare and opportunity for 
my particular and profeffional purfuits. 


TRAVELS IN INDIA. 9 


af SCHAP. WV. , 
Difeription of Benares—Blegant Fafeode—Hindoo Temples—Difirta- 
tion on the Hideo, Morifh, and Gothic Architetture. 


THE city of Benares being the capital of a large diftrict, 
and particularly marked as the feat of the Bramin learning, it 
cannot but be confidered as an object of particular curiofity, 
more efpeciilly, fince the fame manners and cuftoms prevail 
amongit thefe “people at this day, as at the remoteft period 
that can be traced in hiftory’: and in no inftances of religious 
or civil life have they admitted of any innovations from fo- 
reigners. According to univerfal report, this is one of the 
moft ancient Hindoo cities ; and if the accounts of their own 
antiquity may be depended upon, itis, perhaps, the oldeftin the 
world, Major Rennell, however, entertains a different opinion 
on this fabje€t, from its not being mentioned by the Syrian 
Embaffadors foon after the time of Alexander, and from its 
being unnoticed by Pliny and Ihave too great a deference 
for fuch an authority, to be at all inclined to difpute it, what 
‘ever may be the claims to antiquity which are preferred in 
favour of this city. 


© Ir certainly is curious, and highly entertaining to an 
inquifitive mind, to affociate with a people whofe man- 
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“ners are more than three thoufand years old ; and to obferve 
in them that attention and Pollet inten ee 
marks the moft highly civilized ftate of fociety. 


‘Tux diftance of Benares from Calcutta, by the neareft 
road, according to Major Rennell, is 460 miles; by water, 
that diftance is greatly increaféd, ‘This city anciently bore the 
name of Kafi, but at what period it received its prefent name, 
the page of hiftory is filent, It is built on the north fide of 
the river, which is here very broad, and the banks of which 
are very high: from the water, its appearance is! extremely 
beautifal ; the great variety of the buildings ftrikes the eye, 
and the whole view is much improved. by innumerable flights 
of ftone fteps, which are either entrances into the feveral 
temples, or to the houfes. Several Hindoo temples greatly 
embellifh the banks of the river, and are all afcended to by 
Gauts, or fights of fteps, fach as I have already noticed. 
‘Many other public. and private buildings poles alfo confi- 
derable. magnificence... Several’ of thefe I have painted, and 
fome on a large feale, fuch as I conceived the fubjeéts demanded: 
Many buildings on the banks of the river, which engage the 
attention, and invite to further obfervation, prove, on a more. 
minute inveftigation, to be only embankments, to prevent the 
overflowing of the water from carrying away the banks at the 
feafon of the periodical rains, and. for fome time after, when 
‘the river is high, and the current ftrong.. The moft confider- 
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able of thefe embankments is called Gelfi Gaut; the fplendor 
and elegance of which) asa building, I was induced to exa- 
mine, but found, upon afcending the large flight of fteps from 
the river, nothing behind this beautiful fafcade but the natural 
bank, and on the top a planted garden. In'the centre of 
the building, over the river, is akind of turret, raifed and 
covered, for the purpoe of enjoying the frethnefs of the even- 
ing air; and, at the extreme angles, two ‘pavilions crowned 
with domes, which have the fame deftination. Moft of thefe 
buildings have been ereéted by the charitable contributions of 
the wealthy, for-the benefit of the public. 


Neakzy in the centre of the city is a confiderable Maho- 
medan mofjue, with two minarets: the height from the 
water to the top"of the minarets is 232 feet. This building 
was raifed by that moft intolerant and ambitious of human 
beings, the Emperor Aurungzebe, who deftroyed a mag- 
nificent temple of the Hindoos on this fpot, and built the pre- 
font mofque, of the fame extent and height as the building he 
deftroyed, 


‘Tue ftreets in the city are narrow, and not kept in fuch 
good order as I expeéted, from fome Hindoo villages I had 
before fen The houfes are very high; I obferved fome in 
which I courited five ftories, each inhabited by different fami- 
lies. The more wealthy Hindoos, however live in detached 
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houfes, with open courts, furrounded by a wall. The heat, in 
this place, is-confidered as_very.great inthe hot months, 
aot only from its natural fituation, but from the houfes being 
all built of free ftone, as well as from the narrownefs of the 
fireets, which’ produce double and treble reflections of the 
fan's rays: from the month,ofMarch, therefore, to the uftil 
fetting in of the rains in the latter. end of June, its heat muft 
be intolerable. 


Surrounpinc the cityre many ruins of buildings, the 
effects of Mahomedan intolefance. One is a large circular 
edifice, having evidently been a Hindoo temple, or part of one; 
there are fill veftiges of foie of the ornaments ; and on one 
part I found the Grecian ferell. 


Duzinc my ftudies at Benates; when T was making draw- 
ings of fome Bramins, and-feveral other perfons who were en- 
tering and departing fromi‘a temple named Vifs Vistha, my 
attention was called to the -building itfelf, and the more 1 
regarded it, the more I. was furprized to difeover ornaments 
upon it which were familiar to my'eyes. I then determined 
to make a fketch of the whole, which I executed, as well as a 
more complete drawing of-oiie of.the columns ; for on accu 
rately obférving the building in .all its parts, 1 found ‘each 
column to contain the différent omanients which were’ found 
in the other partsof the building.” 
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* 

For the fatisfaétion of my readers a very careful engraving 

is annexed, which was executed from the drawing made 
upon the fpot. ‘ 


Iris certainly curious to obferve moft of the ornamental 
parts of Grecian architecture appearing in a building ereéted 
on the plains of Hindoftan. T'was indeed much ftruck with 
this circumftance, and led to reflect upon it fo frequently, that 
Twas at length tempted to commit to paper a few thoughts on 
thefe different ftyles of architecture, which, in the form of a 
pamphlet upon the fuubjett, was accompanied by two large plates 
engraved from pictures, entitled, Views of the Gate leading to the 
Tomb of Achar at Secundit, and the Maujcleum of the Emperor Shere 
Shab at Safferam. As the effay accompanying thefe plates was 
printed on a fcale equal to the plates, and as I have fince 
found that it could not on that account be read ‘with any con- 
venience, I determined to introduce the fabftance of it in this 
place, as being immediately conneéted with the fubjec which 
is now before us, and I conceive perfeétly calculated for a work 
profeffedly dedicated, in fome meafure, to the hiftory and pro- 
gre of the arts in India. 


As I am neither fufficiently qualified, nor willing to lofe 
myfelf in the uifathomable, and perhaps impenetrable dark- 
nef of Eaftern antiquities, I hall not, for the prefent, fay any 
thing on the charaéteriftic difference of the original Hindoo, 
and the more modem ftyle of Moorith Architecture, in which 
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all the great’ monuments are conftruéed; but I fhal! confine 
myfelf to a few loofe remarks on the prototypes, or firft 
models of archite@ture, as far as it is an art both of taite and 


convenience. = 


‘Tuar the Grecian Architecture comprizes all that is 
excellent in the art, I cannot help ‘confidering as a doétrine, 
which is in itfelf as erroneous and fervile, as in its confequences 
it is deftruétive of levery hope of improvement. Architeéture 
undoubtedly thould, and muft be adapted, to all the climates 
and countries which mankind inhabit, and is varioully, more 
than any other art, influenced and modified by the nature of 
the climate and materials, as well as by the habits and pur- 
fuits of the inhabitants. 


I wave not read Father Ladola’s famous differtation on 
the abfurdity of the mifplaced and unprincipled imitation 
of Greek architeéture ; nor amTin the leat prejudiced againft 
its very eminent beauties and perfettions : but why thould we 
admire it in an exclufive manner; or, blind to the majefty, 
boldnefs, and magnificence of the Egyptian, Hindoo, Moorifh, 
and Gothic, as admirable wonders of architeCture, unmerci- 
fully blame and defpife them, becaufe they are more vatious 
in their forms, and ‘hot reducible to the precife rules of the 
Greck hut, prototype, and column? or becaufe in finaller 
parts, perhaps ccidentally fimilar, thei proportions are dif- 
ferent from thofe to which we are become familiar by habit. 
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_ Arxowine what muft be allowed, that the Greek co- 
tums, as they are drawn and applied by genius, are the moft 
‘beautiful ftone reprefentations of the wooden props or fapports 
of their original hut, and that in their getteral forms, and 
‘each fisbordinate part, they are the ne plus ultra of fimplicity, 
fixength, and elegance, fhall we precipitately determine, that 
the whole excellence. of architeéture depends on the column 
alone, or forget that its great effe€ depends rather upon the 
great maffes and forms, and upon the fymmetry, ftrength,and 
conyeniency ? 


‘However partial I mutt feel, from habit and education, to 
the Grecks, whofe free and. unfettered genius, in. a long feries 
of ages, improved the original hut of a woody country into 
the incomparable beauties of a marble temple or palace 5 yet I 
freely avow that this by no means prevents my entertaining 
2 fimilar partialitY for countries; where different models have 
een brought to an equal perfection. - The forms of the firft 
habitations have differed, as the refpective countries, climates, 
and manners of the builders, and as the nature, abundance, 
or feantinefs of materials have directed. 


Caverns, deep vallies, fhaggy over-hanging rocks, hollow 
trees, and:the thick impenetrable foliage of the foreft, have 
been equally'the natural retreat and occafional habitation of 
the Wwild/beafts, and of men whom different accidents have 
left unacquainted with the comforts of fociety, expofed to the 

+ & 
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inclemencies of the feafons, or to the apprehenfion of dangers 

from animals of prey, or the no lefs dangerous enemies of 

their own species. Men are neither born. with tools to 

build with, nor can be fappofed to have intuitively an innate 

idea of any particular form of habitation, fach as bountiful 

nature has afligned to the beaver, the fwallow, or the bees but 

mamis born witha native fenfe of his wants, and with judg- ~ 
ment and intelleétual powers to improve his fituation by fuch 

‘means, as the country affords, and as the climate will faggeft. 


‘Tuvs far 1 can venture to ftate, not only from what I have 
read, but likewife by a ftronger conviction, from what I have 
feen in the various climates and parts of the world in which I 
have beheld mankind, in almolt every. ftage of negative or 
pofitive civilization, 


Tux hollow tree, and the thick foliage of the foreft, into 
which even Kings of Ithaca and Britain have retired, 
are fitter for oceafional than for permanent refidence. ‘They 
‘appear evidently imitated in the wigwams of the torpid, 
wretched, unfettled Pecherais on the frozen coat of Terra del 
Fuego ; of the equally independent, but not more fortunate 
New Hollanders, in a milder climate; and of the more civilized 
and fagacions hunting favages‘of North America, + 

¥ : 


‘Turse wigwams, nearly the fame every where as to form, 
differ in various countries only in the nature of the materials 
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they are built with, fuch as the boughs of trees, shrubs, 
creeping plants, reeds, fods, and gras. Now, if any of thefe 
waridering families ‘of hunters and fithetmen fhould become 
flationary, of form into larger focieties, they would foon be 
Aifpofed to give to their habitations as ntuch durability and 
conveniency as their climates, materials, and manner of life 

» would admit of ; nor is it probable they would lof fight of 
their prototype, the wigwam, or materially deviate from it in 
the @xternal’ form of their more capacious erection. For 
conftant ‘efidence, thefe would be improved into the vatious 
thatches and huts Which I have (een in the South Sea Wands, 
and which the Negroes on the Coaft of Guinea,” and the 
Hottentots, inhabit ; high and low, circular or {quate, open 
at all fides, inclofed with palifades, matting, or wicker-work 
hurdles, lattice, or mud walls. ‘They will raife them om piles 
above the ground, and, as it were, fufpend them in the air, 
in countries where the damprief of the foil, or fadden inun- 
dations, would endanger their lives and property ; as on the 
banks of the Marannon, or Ordonoko, in Guiana, and in the 
inland parts of Surinam: they will-keep thent low, and, as it 
were, fink them under ground, in cold climates, where heavy 
Dlafts of wind and fnow teach them fach methods of felf- 
defence. Wandering nations, of herd(men, fifhermen, 
and warriors, fuch as the Arabs, Calmucks, Monguls, Ton- 
quefees, Fartary, Efquimeaux, Greenlanders, Laplanders, 
Samojedes, and Oftiacks, find in the (kins of their cattle, of 
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their flocks, and of their fifhes, materials; and in’ their 
camels, horfés, bullocks, and fifhing boats, conveyances of 
portable huts, and imitations of their original wigwams, huts 
and tents, which in’ fhape will differ more or lefs, according to- 
the different materials they are made of. We find them of, 
{feal and rein deer fkins in the north, of hides, felt, o matting ¢ 
in Arabia or Tartary, nebemeangs -Comeregiseeeme | 
and open or fhut at the fides. 

‘Tus different habitations will retain more or lefs of their’ 
primitive form in proportion as the different builders remain. 
independent and unmixed, tinconnested, and in the fame ftate 
and culture; and as habit reconciles the human mind to 
almoft every thing, each of thefe nations or tribes will re: 
gard their primitive habitations with the fame eye of partiality 
as they are prejudiced in favour of their refpeétive countries 5 
‘but when encreafing opulence, ambition, or faccefsful op- 
preffion, create artificial wants, and the great look for more 
convenience and diftin@tion, the national primitive hut or tent 
will be enlarged, and embellithed with what is coftly among 
them. When emigrations to foreign countries take place, 
their prototype will follow the colonift, and genitis will at 
Jalt ftretch’ and improve it to the Iatt degree of perfection ‘of 
which it ip capable. What this'is, or may be, in architeéture, 
‘we fee with’ admi¥ation exemplified in the old Greek and 
‘Roman architecture, which is the thatched wooden hut, meta- 
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smorphofed by genius into a marble edifice, and yet expreffing 
its original parts in. fuch proportions as are confiftent with 
the nature of ftone and marble, Agreeably to the fame prin- 
ciple, the moft elegant Chinefe buildings are evidently imita- 
tions of the tent made of bamboo, where ftrength and flender 
tapering form admit of higher proportions and wider interco- 
lumniations, and muft, of coarfe; make the Greek marble 
column and its narrow intercolumniation appear heavy in 
comparifon with the Chinelt, ‘The Chinefe idea of the bea 
ties of their architeSture muft differ from that of the Greeks, 
and the Greek rule ’of architectural beauty cannot reafonably 
beapplied to the principle and materials of Chinefe buildings. 
How far all the above prototypes of buildings are improve- 
able, mutt be left to the future exertions of genius. 


"Tax oblong and tapering huts of the people of Batter fland 
in the Southern Ocean, are hardly improveable in that country, 
wihiich is almoft deftitute of timber. An aétive people, fach as 
its former inhabitants feem to have been, might, indeed, 
imitate them in ftone; but would thefe huts fuggelt any idea 
but that of ribbed oblong arches, tapering ‘on. every fide? 
Even the fimple wigwam will, under the influence of fortu- 
nate circumftances, be adomed by genius with all the pomp 
of Flora; the rofe, the vine, the honey-fuckle, and the gourd, 
willbe: entwinied ; they will be formed into cool and thady « 
bowers,\ like thofe which the glowing imagination of Milton 
affigned to our firft parents in the Garden of Eden: 
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_ Tue cavern and grotto, by nature fitted for the fafe retreat 
cand habitation of man, has in itfelf many advantages s in par- 
ticular, a folidity and durability, which art has never been 
able fuccefsfully to imitate : cmeesmirimes icsey gerne 
‘nal form are the mountain itfelf.~ 

ree 
| Waren airy, Spacious, and lofty within, on a rifing ground, 
commanding an extenfive profpeét and a fpring, on the 
banks of rivers, or in the cliffs on the {ea fhore, how defirable 
in a burning climate; impenetrable to wind and weather, how 
acceptable in cold climates, which are deprived. of timber. 
Let us have a nearer view of its gloomy recefles, 


‘Tury are indiferiminately found in every climate. but in 
mountainous countries only, in which, as the Swifs philofo- 
phers tell us, with a particular complacency to themiel¥es, 
fagacity fooner ripens into genins, and in which the materials 
for. building artificial mountains and caves are obvious at 
every ftep. Violence and fuperior force would foon take po 
felfion of thofe which are fitteft for habitation and fafety. 
‘The bones and remains of the largeft and fierceft wild beatts, 
fuch as the elephant, rhinoceros, lion, tiger, bear, and wolf, 
formerly the lords of the wildernefs, are ftill found in many 
of them; and conttitute fo many proofs of their exchufive po= 

» Aeffion... 1s it to Be\ wondered at, that the ftoutelt, fierceft, 
and craftieft, amongft the lords of the whole creation, thould 
alfo have laid hold and kept fimilar poffeffion of them from 
the remoteft antiquity ? 
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A coop cavern was then a fuperb palace; under certain 
ircumftances it is fo (tll. IF thefe great men, or ufurpers, 
became afterwards obfetts of fuperftitious adoration, ot if 
they have themfelves been the framers of any fyftem of fuper- 
fition, then we fhall no longer be at a lof to account for the 
almoft univerfal tradition which characterifes rocks and ca- 
verns as the haunts and facred habitations of the Gods ; and 
in confequence of which the form and gloom of fuch caverns 
have been univerfally imitated in the oldeft temples. ‘Their 
external. form and ‘appearance is the fpiry rock, the towering 
lif, and:the mountain in its immenfe extent: How various! 
how grand! Their inner form, their breaks, and maffés, how 
infinitely more various, grand, and majeftic, than any thing 
which the poor wigwam, and its moft ingenious imitations, can 
faggett or boatt of, which, compared to them, dwindle into no- 
thing; their wonderful variety, their thape, their ftructure, 
combination of parts, and natural ornaments, depend partly 
on the difference of the caufes and circumftances under which 
they have been formed, and on the nature of the mountains in 
which they are found. ‘The Granite, which forms the highett 
maffes of the oldeft mountains, affeéts particular forms, and 
difplays 4 mixture of parts, which are either not found, or are 
Jef difcernible in other rocks, fuch as glittering or gold- 
coloured mica, chryftal, and amore or lef hardened bafis, in 
which thele are wrapped up and confined. It is found, evi- 
dently stratified, in uncouth beds of immenfé extent, varioutly 
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inclined, which furnithes {olid maffes of almoft every fize and 
dimenfion. 


Tue largeft obelifks of Egypt have been hewn out of 
them. When fhattered or broken by the irrefiftible thock of 
earthquakes, the impetuofity of torrents, when worn by the 
current of rivers, or corroded or mouldered by the flower 
ation of froft, wind, and weather, the horrid crufh and 
downfall of mountains prefents the granite blocks and ftrata 
in their rode unwieldy immenfity, wildly piled upon each 
other, fo as to form, accidentally, huts and caverns beneath. 
In the fame manner, they appear naked and laid bare on the 
‘weather-beaten tops and prominences of the higheft mountains, 


Tue. fiffares and divifions of the mailes appear in various 
direétions, agreeably to the force which has aéted upon them 
and. in fome cafes they are wonderfully equipoiféd and 
balanced upon each other. 


I-nave been informed by an ingenious and learned 
friend of mine, well acquainted with the natural hiftory 
‘of Cornwall, “that we need not go to Upper Egypt or 
the Alps for the ftudy of granite mountains; the whole 
forith-wefterly end of this ifland, beginning at Dartmoor in 
Devonthire, and extending through the whole county of 
Cornwall, to the remoteft cliffs and rocks of the Scilly Hlands, 
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is-more-or les a mals of, granite, almolt every where inter- 
feted by metallic veins ; that this chiefly appears in St. Mi- 
-chael’s Mount, in Mount’s Bay, on the fouth coaft; that 
fome metallic veins or lodes, in the high towering cliffs on 
‘the north, coaft, corroded and decompofed by the furious 
battering of the fea, have left Rupendous caverns and exca- 
vations, of which he. mentions one in Wicka Cove, between 
St. Ives and. St, Juft, as particularly grand, and worthy the 
infpeétion of the aztifl, as well as of the natural hiftorian. 

Ix calcareous, moflly ftratified mountains, caverns are more 
various and common: belides the accidental caves produced 
by the giving way and tambling down of mountainous 
maffes, and the decompofition of metallic and other lodes, 
more extenfive and fingular excavations are found in them, 
evidently produced by earthquakes, or by the decompofition 
of parts of the rocky mafles, or of the (ratified rock falt, 
which they furrounded and covered, Such are, Iam informed, 
among many/others, the cavefnsnear Chudleigh and Ply- 
‘mouth, in Devonthire, and thofe which are fo juftly fa- 
mous near Gaftleton and Buxton, in Derbyfhire. In thefe 
Jaft we behold the undeniable prototype of the lofty femi- 
circular dome, and of the arched vault, of which the hut of 
the Grecians could not faggeft the idea, I deferibe them, 
from the accurate obfervations of the above mentioned inge- 
rious gentleman, as wonderfully regular, and as large coni- 
cal excavations in’the roof of thefe caverns, which examined 
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“by the light of torches appeared to refemble fo many femi- 
circular or parabolical cupolas, or, to ufe a lefs dignified 
comparifon, {0 many immenfe bells, ‘The cavetns in calca~ 
reous, or more modern adventitious mountains, thew in their 
walls, befides the texture and flratification, petrified marine, 
or other bodies, which are never found in granite or fimilar 
filicious flones; a wonderful variety of glittering {par cryftals; 
and, in particular, incruftations of fhow-white {par or fla- 
aGlite, which either form undulated hangings on their fides, 
or icicles dripping from their roofs in the thape of columns, 
pillars, &c. Thefe are the peculiar glories and features of 
the grotto of Antiparos. I pafs over the caverns in flate and 
the loofer grit-flone, to dwell one infant longer on thofe 
which are produced by volcanic eruptions, and chiefly by 
the contraétion of cooling lavas. ‘They totally differ in 
form and features from the preceding : the forms which thefe 
affume will refemble the apertures and bubbles which are 
found in other {coria. Some of them which are found in 
Iceland will hold numerous flocks of theep; they are fpread 
hundreds of fathoms in various branches under ground, and 
have ferved formerly as firong holds and habitations to the 
ruftic heroes and warriors, whofe names are highly celebrated 
in the traditional hiftory and fongs of that country. Fingal’s 
famous andmagnifitent grotto is a large fratum of colum- 
nar bafaltes, in the ifle of Staffa, though probably it never 
was fit for habitation, and {till lefs what fome philofophers 
have fuppofed it to be, the prototype of the column, That 
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eaverns in the loofer chalk, grit-flone, and beds of hardencds 
volcanic athes, or tufa, are exceedingly improveable; and 
that caverns have been inhabited and varioully improved, is, 
Ithink, undeniably evident, from what we fee and read in 
the monuments and antiquities of every part of the world, 
and particularly from the immenfe excavated works in the 
ifland of Salfett, on the coaft of Malabar, and many others, 


Tue cafy tafk of {pecific hiftorical proof I mufl leave to 
others; and requeft my readers juft to confider, that when 
enlarged and improved natural caverns in rocks and moun- 
tains became infufficient to the increafing numbers of men 
and families, their improvement and enlargement, what- 
ever it might have been, mutt naturally bring on imitations 
of their forms, by artificial excavations of rocks, or artificial 
grottos, caverns, and catacombs, by the piling up of loofe 
and moveable natural ftones; and, laftly, by the compofi- 
tion of brick, or other artificial imitations of natural ones, 
which of courfe would produce walls, huts, and houfes of 
fone, mud, or brick, and nearly of the fame form. 


One natural inference may and ought to be drawn from 
what has been faid, that the feveral {pecies of Rone build- 
ings, which have been brought more or lef to perfeétion, 
(jmean the Egyptian, Hindoo, Moorith, and Gothic archi- 
te€ture) inftead of being copies of cach other, are aually 
and effentially the fame; the fpontancous produce of genius 
in different countries; the neceffary effe@s of fimilar necellity 
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and materials; older and younger brothers and fiers of 
the fame family, conceived, brought up, and bred to more 
or lefs grandeur, elegance and perfedtion, in the Egyptian, 
Hindoo, and other artificial grottos and caverns, The py- 
ramid, the obelifk, the {pire flceple and minaret, are evident- 
ly bold, ftupendous imitations of the romantic forms of 
Spiry, towering rocks, which the imitators of humble huts 
never prefumed to attempt. The flat roof hundred pillared 
Egyptian temple, the Indian pagoda, and choultry,.are as 
evident copies of the numerous caverns, cool grottos, and 
excavations in the rocky banks of the Nile in Upper Egypt, 
and in the ifland of Elephanta and Salfet near Bombay. 
Gloom and darknefs are common and defirable to both; for 
Fancy works beft when involved in the veil of obfcurity. 
‘The arched vault and lofty dome was not fuggefted to the 
Egyptians and oldeft Hindoos by the grotto and facred 
caverns in granite mountains; they are the natural forms of 
other caverns, and in particular the boaft, the firength, and 
glory of miore modern Moorifh and Gothic temples. If the 
fingle or grouped pillars, in many of the props and 
fupports of artificial caverns, thould appear heavy, they 
muft be regarded as having been originally props to moun- 
tains; and fuch would be retained in common ufe, till 
experience found out eafier and more pleafing proportions ; 
and till alpiring genius, at the fight of airy and lofty caverns, 
dared to give them lightnefs, and all the fanciful forms and 
graces of the Gothic ftyle. 


In DIA. ” 
Suck are my fentiments on the origin of thefe different 
modes of architefture. The Grecian confelfedly was fug- 
gefted by the primitive form of a rural hutin a champaign 
woody country ; and the Oriental and Gothic I conceive has 
derived its form and its ornaments from thole furprizing ex- 
cavations which are found in rocky and mountainous re- 
gions. In India thefe heterogeneous {pecies of building are 
feldom found combined; and I mention the inflance which 
gave rife to this difeuffion as very fingular indeed. By what 
means this unnatural union has taken place it is impoffible 
to determine ; and conjedure would only lead us aftray from 
the obje& of thefe pages, which is a narrative and deferip- 
tion of falts, 
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Ceremony of Widows devoting themjelves on the Funeral Pile 
of their Hufbands—Minute Defeription of the Performance 
of that horrid Sacrifice—Journey to Bidjegur—Deferip- 
tion of the Fort, &c.—Arrival at Bauglepoor—The Author 
accompanies Mr, Cleveland through a Part of his Diftrift 
—Excellent Coniluél of Mr. Cleveland in. civilizing the 
Mountaineers—Curious Sacrifice. 


Wi: was porting say prohlienal labourta Bex 
nares, I received information of a ceremony which was to 
take place on the banks of the river, and which greatly ex- 
cited my curiofity, I had often read and repeatedly heard 
of that moft horrid cuftom amongft, pethaps, the moft 
mild and gentle of the human race, the Hindoos ; the facri- 
fice of the wife on the death of the hufband, and that by a 
means from which nature feems to fhrink with the utmoft 
abhorrence, by burning. Many inflances of this praitice 
have been given by travellers; thofe whom I have met with 
only mention it as taking place among the higheft claffes of 
fociety, whofe vanity united with fuperititious prejudices 
might have diated the circumftance; and I confefs I could 
not entertain any other ideas, when I obfezved the theatrical 
parade that feemed to attend it. Mr, Holwell, in his cu- 
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rious work entitled Hiflorical Events relative to India, thus 
accounts for this more than inbuman praétice: At the de- 
mife of the mortal part of the Hindoo great law-giver and 
prophet, Bramab, his wives, inconfolable for his Jofs, re+ 
folved not to furvive him, and offered themfelves voluntary 
vigtims on his funeral pile. The wives of the chief Rajahs, 
the firft officers of the fate, being unwilling to have it 
thought that they were deficient in fidelity and affe@ion, 
followed the heroic example fet them by, the wives of Bra- 
mah, The Bramins, a tribe then newly eftablithed by 
their great legiflator, pronounced and declared, that the 
fpirits of thofe heroines immediately ceafed from their 
tranfinigrations, and had entered the firft boboon of purifi- 
cation: it followed, that their wives claimed a right of 
making the fame facrifice of their mortal forms to God, and 
the manes of their-deceafed hulbands. The wives of every 
Hindoo caught the enthufiaftie (now pious) flame. Thus 
the heroic aéts of a few women brought about a general 
cuflom. ‘The Bramins had given it the flamp of religion, 
and inflituted the forms and ceremonials that were to aecom- 
pany the facrifice, fubjeé to reftrigtion, which leave it a voe 
luntary aé& of glory, piety, and fortitude,” The author 
proceeds to {tate exprefily, that he has been prefent at many 
of thefe facrifices, and particularly and minutely records one 
that happened on the 4th-of February, 1742-3, near to 
Colfimbuzar, of « young widow between feventeen and: 
eighteen years of age, leaving at fo carly an age three chil- 


tn-DpT A a 
dren, two boys and a gitl; the eldeft he mentions as not 
then being four years of age. This infatuated heroine was 
firongly urged to live, for the future care of her infants ; 
but notwithftanding this, though the agonies of death were 
painted to her inthe ftrongeft and moft lively terms, the, 
with a calm and refolved countenance, put her finger into 
the fire, and held it there-a confiderable time; fhe then with 
‘one hand pat fire in the palm of the other, {prinkled in- 
cetife onvit, and fumigated the Bramins. She was' chen 
given to underftand, by fome of her friends, that the would 
not be permitted to burn herfelf, and this intimation ap- 
peared to give her deep affi@ion for a few moments; afet | 
which the refolutely replied, that death was in her via 
power, and that if the was not allowed to burn, according | 
to the principles of her caft, the would flarve herfelf’ Her | 
friends, finding her thus peremptory,were obliged at laft to.con- 
fent tothe dreadful facrifice of this lady, who was of high rank. 

‘The perfon whom I faw was of the Bhyfe (merchant) 
tribe or caft; a clafs of people we thould naturally fup- 
pofe exempt from the high and impetuous pride of rank, 
and in whom the’natural defire to preferve life thould in ge- 
neral predominate, undiverted from its proper courfe by a 


‘of pofthumous fame. I may add, that thefe mo= 
: y 





sare greatly flrengthened by the exemption of this clafs 

Sromthat infamy with which the refuel is inevitably branded 

in their fuperiors, Upon my repairing t0 the fpot, on the 

banks of the river, where the ceremony was to take place, T 
ea 
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found the body of the man on a bier, and covered with 
Jinen, already brought down and laid at the edge of the 
river. At this time, about ten in the morning, only a few. 
people were affembled, who appeared deftitute of feeling 
at the cataflrophe that was to take place; T may even fay 
that they difplayed the moft perfe& apathy and indifferenge. 
Aficr waiting a confiderable time the wife appeared, attended 
by the Bramins, and mufic, with fome few relations. “The 
proceffion was flow and folemn; the vi@im moved with a 
feady and firm ftep ; and, epparently with a perfeé com: 
pofure of countenance, approached clofe to the body of 
her hufband, where for fome time they halted, She then 
addreffed thofe whe were near her with compofure, and 
without the leat trepidation of voice or change of counte- 
nance, She held in her left hand a cocoa nut, in which was 
a red colour mixed up, and dippingin it the fore-finger of 
her right hand the marked thofe near her, to whom fhe 
withed to thew the laft a& of attention, As at this time I 
flood clofe to her, the obferved me ‘attentively, and with the 
colour marked me on the forehead. She might be about ~ 
twenty-four or five years of agé, a time of life when’ the 
bloom of beauty has generally fled the cheek in India ;. but 
fill the preferved a fufficient thare to prove that the muft 
have been handforhe: her figure was fall, but elegantly 
turned; and the form of her hands and arms was particularly 
beautiful, Her dréls was a loofe robe of white flowing drapery, 
that extended from her head to the feet. ‘The place of 
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‘higher up on the bank of the river, a hundred 


with a door on one fide, and arched and covered on the 
top: by. the fide of the door flood a man with a lighted 
brand. From the time the woman appeared to the taking 
up of the body to convey it into the pile, might occupy a 
Space of half an hour, which was employed in” prayer 
with the Bramins, in attentions to thofe who ftood near 
Jig abelian ih her selgiorn), When et body 
was taken up fhe followed clofe to it, attended by the 
chief Bramin; and when it was depofited in the’ pile, the 
bowed to all around her, and entered without fpeaking. 
The moment the entered, the door was elofed; the fire was 
put to the combullibles, which inftantly flamed, and immenfe 
quantities of dried wood and other matters were thrown 
upon it. This laft part of the ceremony was accompanied 
with the fhouts of the multitude, who now became nume- 
ous, and the whole feemed a maf of confuted rejoicing. 
For my past I felt myfelf aétuated, by very. different fenti- 
ments; the event that I had been witnefs to was fuch, that 
‘the ‘minuteft circumftance attending it could iiot be erafed 
from my memory; and when the melancholy which had 
‘overwhelined ine was fomewhat abated, T made a drawing of 
\fubjedy and from a piGture {ince pied 
se Spuiay “ si 
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lying in wait like @ tyger in the woods, they frequently cut off 
the traveller or ftragglers, and from parties which had been fent 
to chattife them—nor could they, at any time, be induced to 
reform from their horrid praétices, by the moft vigorous 
exertions of the military againft them, until the time Mr. 
Cleveland was placed at the head of the diftriét, whofe judg- 
ment fuggefted a plan, which a fhort time afterwards was 
carried into effe& with the happiett fuccels. 


Tr was the humanity of that gentleman, added to the 
defire of improving the revenue of this part of his diftrict 
for the Company's benefit, that induced him to venture 
into the hills, alone and unarmed, where he convened fome 
of the principal Chiefs; and after the fullett affiurance of 
his moft peaceable intentions and good-will towards them, 
he invited them to vifit him at his refidence at Bauglepoor. 
‘The confidence which he madnifefted in their honour, by 
trufting to it for his perfonal fafety, effeGtually gained their 
efteem; and {ome time after a deputation of their Chiefs waited 
om him, By a variety of attentions, by little prefents, and 
aéts of perfonal kindnefs, he {o fubdued their ferocious {pirits, 
that’ they promifed to defift entirely from their wfual depre- 
dations; and returning to their families and their people, the 
whole body became earneft to be perfonally introduced to 
this humane and benevolent ftranger. Mr. Cleveland had by 
this time digefted his plan, which he brought forwards by 
degrees, and whatever he propofed they infiantly agreed to. 
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‘He fent prefents to their wives, and wherever he faw he careffed 
‘their children, decorating them with beads; and to their Chiefs 
the prefénted medals, as a mark of his friendthip,, and.as a re- 
ward for their improving civilization. Atlength, #hen he found 
them prepared for the accomplifhment of his plan, he ordered 
cloaths to be made, like thofé of the Seapoys in the Company's 
fervice fora few, he furnithed them with firclocks, and they 
‘became regularly drill, Vain of their newly acquired know. 
ledge, thefe new foldiers foon imparted the enthufiafm to.the reft 
of the nation, who eameftly petitioned for the fame diftingtion. 
Thus, attheir own requeft, a battalion was formed for the pre- 
fervation of good order; and in lef than two years, he hada fine 
corps of thefe people embodied, for the exprefs purpofe of pre- 
ferving from injury the very country that had for centuries 
before been the {cene of their depredations. A camp was formed 
for acorps of a thonfand men, three miles from Bauglepoor, 
where their families refided with them, and where {triGt military 
Aifeipline was obferei. Thus the ingenuity, adérefs, and 
tity of one man effected, in the {pace of little more than 
p years, more than could even have been hoped for from 
hein creer oman ety: . ; 
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meandering of the Ganges, and by the varied face of the 
country; to a great extent, from the eaftern fhore. 


_ Tuouen the {pace which we travelled in this route was not 
great, the'ferpentine road, the clofenefs of the woods, and, in 
miany places, the extreme fteepnefs of the hills occafioned con- 
fiderable heat and fatigue. On the fecond day of our journey, 
we artived at the village onthe hill, where the ceremony was 
to take place: here Mr. Cleveland was received with every mark 
of refpeét and affection by'the chiefs who were already afiem- 
bled, and-even the women and the children contended who 
should be the moft forward in expreffing their regard. 


Tuey had built a fmall open hut in the village, parpofely 
for his reception, and the following moming every perfon in 
the neighbourhood was collected. to be prefent at the annual 
facrifice. ” 


‘tT ceremony took place about nine ofclock. Before a 
fall hut, and about fix feet from the ground, was raifed a kind 
of altar made of bamiboos. ‘The grand facrifice was preceded 
by the decolation of a kid and a cock, the heads of which were 
thrown upon the ‘altar, and there remained : little attention 
“however was paid to this part of the ceremony by any of the 
party prefent, “An. hour or more: afterwards, we were 
apprifed that the principal rite was about to be performed, 

i] a i 
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ie eS ocean gecan to the 
Place of rendezvous, ‘ 





‘Tux people had purchafed a fine large. bafialoe, fc 


they had fattened, and were now dragging with ropes, by the 


already facrificed... The animal was brought, with much dif 
ficulty, to the place of facrifice, where the chief of the village 
attended : he was. perfectly naked, except a cloth round his 
middle, and held a large and bright fabre in his hand. The, 
place round the altar was foon crowded with people; men,’ 
women, and children attended,.and the young men were all, 
perfofty naked. To prevent the efeape of the animal, they 
firft ham-fteinged him, and then began the. dreadful opera~ 
tion... The chief ftood on the left fide of the animal, and with 
his fabre ftriking the upper part of the neck, near to the fhoul- 
der, mutt have given exquifite pain to the poor animal, who 
expreffed it. with great violence, by writhing, bellowing, and 
ftcuggling with thofe that held him, indeed, their utmoft 
exertions were feareely fufficient to prevent him from breaking. 
away. This horrid bufinefs continued for the fpace of more 
than a quarter of an hour, before the fpine of the neck was 
cut through. "When the animal fell, the Melchifadeck of the 
day ftill continued his work, and it was fome time before the: 
hhead was) perfeSty Jeparared. Previous to, the lat ttoke, he 
bah sci ctet filence reigned ; when this, 
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was given, he ftood perfectly eteét, and, by raifing the arm 
which held the fabre to the utmoft extenfion, {eeried to give 
the fignal to the multitude, who ruth'd in and began feooping up | 
‘the bloodof the animal, which had liberally flowed from him on 
‘the ground. ‘This they drank up, mixed as it was with the duft 
and loam, and befmeared each other with their hands. Bodies 
of them rufhed over’ bodies, and rolling in confufed heaps, 
they appeared like an affemblage of demons or bacchanals in 
their moft frantic moments. 'The body was next cut to pieces, 
and devoured; the head, however, was referved, as thofe'of the 
kid-and the cock: > various are men in their cottceptions 
concerning what may be moft acceptable to the Deity. After 
the completion, of this facrifice, they retired to their feveral 
habitations: in parties, and began the rejoicing of the day, 
which, indeed, was devoted to univerfal revelling and intoxi- 
cation; and I could have wifhed, for the honour of the fair 
fex, that thefe latter exceffés had been confined to the men. 
After the rites of Bacchus had far exceeded the bounds of tem- 
perance, thofe who were capable of fuftaining an ereét pofition 
began dancing, men and women promifeuoufly; others, in 
parties, roared out their extravagant joy in fuch ftreins, as 
may be fuppofed adapted to the prefent ftate of the performers; 
and the night concluded with a dead filence, 
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~ to Bauglepoor, and on the Following day arrived at Deogur, 
a final village, famous for the refort of Hindoo ‘pilgrims, 
this being a facted {pot, ‘There are five curious Pagodas here, of 
perhaps the very oldeft conftruétion te be found in India. ‘They 
are fimply pyramids, formed by putting {tone on ftone, the 
‘apex is cut off at about one feventh of the whole height of the 
éomiplete pyramid, und four of them have fmall ornamental 
biildings on the top, evidently of more modern’ work, which 
are finithed by an ornament made of copper, and gilt, perfectly 
refembling- the trident of the Greek Neptune. Thefe Pagodas 
have each a fmall chamber in the center of twelve feet fquare, 
with a lamp, hanging over the Lingham*. ‘The paifage to 
it is exaétly of a heighth and width fiufficient to admit one 
perfon. ‘This chamber can have no light from without; but 
‘what enters fromthe door and through the paffage, 


At Deogur multitudes of pilgrims are feen, who carry 
the water of the Ganges to the weltern fide of the pen- 
infula of India.) The water is carried in large flatks or 
bottles, holding nearly five quarts each, ‘fufpended “at either 
end of a bamboo, which refts’ upon the fhoulders. A’ con: 
fiderablé tiade is carried on by thefe people, and the price of 





the holy water - Seah gala 8 
where it is fo ‘the river. ~ stay 

“* The gat ob fipetit ‘he flower of r 
ty neem pores 


that reigns here, owing to this depopulation, fread lane 


choly over the mind of the traveller, and for miles together, 
nothing is heard but the fereams of the cormorant, nor is the 
‘tice of any focfteps fou bur: role of wild elephant, 
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“The Author returns to Calcutta—Seized with a dangerous 
Mbnefi—Recovery—Proceeds on a new Tour—Route from 
Calcutta to Allahabad—Defeription of the Fort and Town 
—Caunpoor—Lucknow, Defeription of that City—Palace 
of the Nabob— Journey to Fyzabad and Oud—Defeription 
of the City of Pyzabad—Palace of Sujah ul Dowlab— 
Oud, Be, 


GPCR R (scalksrdng:rabsbactoapinibaiba'at Baapleboor, 
having completed my bufinels, I proceeded for Calcutta, 
where I arrived on the 15th of May, 1782, and imiediately 
after proceeded in thofe works I had undertaken, ‘The 
extreme heat at this feafon, however, added to an affiduous 
application to. my profelfion, threw me into a violent fever : 
and, afier my recovery from the difeafe, 1 continued very 
weak fora long time. 


Aw this flate of debility I had it frequently in contempla- 
tion to proceed to Europe; but the cool weather returning 
towards:the-end of November, my flrength and vigour gra- 
dually returned with it, I felt all my curiofity revived; and 
Once more refolved to indulge my inclination to vit other 
Parts of India, . With this view, I explained to the Governor 
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and {quare towers; and that which is called the Agra gate, 
pointing towards Agra, is very handféme,: being ornamented 
with many finall pavilions on the top; and having within 
the exterior gatetwo other gates, which were formerly: fe- 
cured with porteullies. The fort covers a confiderable 
{pace of ground, and mufl have required a great number of 
men for its. proteion,. Within the walls of the fort are 
large areas; in one of which I obférved a {mall monument 
over the tomb of an Englith officer; the infcription, how- 
ever; was nearly defaced. Thefe areas are now no more 
than. heaps of ruins, chiefly covered with the duft of the 
crumbled buildings. This was one of the many fortreffes 
that extended nearly in a line from Lahore to Chunar Gur, 
on the Ganges, all of which were raifed by Acbar, and muft 
have fecured the empire from the confines of Perfia to the 
borders of Bengal. Without the fort is what is called the 
city; confifling, however, merely of ‘thatched huts, and 
with {earcely a veltige of any confiderable houfe remaining. 
This place is now in the poffeffion of Afoph sil Dowlab, 
Nabob-of Oud: it was, for fome time, the refidence of the 
prefent Great Mogul, the unfortunate Shah Allum, alier his 
unfucceliful attack, and his lols of the battles of Geriah and 
Buxar, where he attended the late Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah, 
and onthe lofs of which he threw himfelf ou the proteétion 

“Jof the “Englih, by whole influence and power Allahabad 
‘and the adjoining province of Korah were allotted him’ for 
jis fupport. 

os 
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Duane a flay of three days I'made feveral drawings of 


the fort, and then proceeded to Cawnpoor, a large military 


‘ation on the Ganges. This is a camtonment'for, a/brigade, 
on the war eflablifhment, to ten thoufand men) 
and may. be confidered as a great pees cucak icine 
ee with their families inftead of tents. 





Gavntg the Ganges at this place, I bari ‘pro- 
grefé to Lucknow, where I arrived on the 25th of January. 
‘The diftance from Calcutta to this place is commonly faid to 
be, by the route through Benares, nearly nine hundred 
miles; but this ellimate is certainly too great. Major Ren- 
nell, whofe authority mult be confidered as abfolute, deter 
mines it to be 650 miles, by the neareft road. It is well 
known ‘that: this -city is at prefent the capital of the pro- 
vince of Ou the refidence of Afoph ul Dowlah, 
the Nabob, who’ is alfo-Vizier of the remaining part of the 
‘empire of the Great Mogul. The city is extenfive, but 
meanly built: the houfes are chiefly mud walls, covered with 
thatch, and ‘many confift entirely of mats and bamboos, and 
are thatched with leaves of the cocoa nut, palm tree, and 
fometimes with flraw. Very few, indeed, of the houfes of 
the natives are built with brick: the @reets are crooked, nar- 
row, and the Worfl I have feen in India, In the dry fedfon 
the dult and heat are intolerable; in the rainy feafon the mire 
is fo deep, as to be fearcely palfable; and there area great 
number of elephants, belonging to the Nabob and the great 
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men of his court, which are continually, paffing the fireets, 
either to the palace, or to the river, to the great danger 
and annoyance of the foot paffenger, as well as the infe: 
rior elafs of thopkecpers. ‘The comforts, the convenience, 
‘or the property of this clafs of people are, indeed, litde 
attended .to, either by great men. or their fervants; the 
elephant him{elf is frequently known to be infinitely more 
attentive to them as he paffés, and to children in. particular. 


eat 
“Tue palace of the Nabob is on a high bank, eat to the 
river, and commanding an extenfive view both of the 
Goomty and the country on the eaflern fide. A finall part 
of it was raifed by the Jate Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah, the fa- 
ther of Afoph ul Dowlab. It has, however, been greatly 
extended by the prefent prince, who has ereéted large courts 
within the walls, and a durbar, where he receives publickly 
all perfons that are prefented, This durbar is a range of 
three arcades, pavallel to each other, and Supported by co- 
Jumns in the Moorith flyle: the ceiling, and the whole of this, 
is beautifully gilt, and painted with ornaments and flowers. 
Ivis afcended by feps from a flower garden, laid out in the 
fame manner as-we fee in Indian paintings, which ate all ity 
{quare plats, in which are planted flowers of the Rrongeft 
foent; fo ftrong, indeed, as to be offenfive at firlt to the 
iierves of-a European, The exterior of the building is, not 
to be commended: it reminded me of what I had imagined 
might be the lyle of a Baron's ealtle in Europe, about the 
pa ; ; 
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r Clofe to the palace, divided by a narrow 
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ten to an officer in the fervice of the Nabob, refiding at 
Fyzabad, I was received at my entrance into the city by @ 
perfon, who was ordered to thew the pallankeen bearers to a 
fall houfe in a large garden, which was allotted for my 
accommodation during my flay. 


‘Tne city of Fyzabad is of confiderable extent, and ap- 
pears to contain a great number of people, chiefly of the 
lowelt clafs; for the court being removed. to Lucknow, 
drew after it the great men, and the molt eminent of the 
merchants, bankers, and {hroffs, or money-changers.. Thee 
laft are perfons in all the towns, and even villages, who 
make large fums by their knowledge of the exchange, which 
in India is in a fate of conftant, fluéuation, to the great 
injury of the poor and the induftrious. 


‘Ta. private luxury and vices of the Mufflman princes 
too frequently reduce them to a Mate of real poverty, even 
with large revenues; and-too often they delegate to’ artful, de- 
figning, and avaricious charaéters, the management and 
concerns of the fate, and become virally ‘the plunderers 
inftead of the parents of their fubjeéts. Thefe men, eager 
‘after their own’ private gain, and knowing well. that thei 

_conduét.reill not bear the blaze of day, connive atany vil- 
“lainy thiat may. be aéted by thole of inferior degree; many 
of whom-are, indeed, their a@usl agent Thus it is that 
‘the people at lage retain no eal regard for tei governor, 
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and the natural confequence is, that the princes are frequent- 
ly left, in the hour of diflrefs, quite deflitute of fupport, and 
aan eafy prey to any invader. 


“Iw the city of Fyzabad there are remains of many hand- 
fome brick buildings. ‘That in which I refided has a large 
afid beautiful pavilion over the gateway or principal entrance. 
‘The afcent is by a narrow flair-cafe, which leads to three 
‘open rooms, commanding the whole city on the one fide, 
and on the other the garden and a vait extent of country, 
with a view of the river Gogra, which is not far diftant, and 
which is here a large river. Oppofite the gate is a mofque, 
(built by the late Nabob) with three domes; thé center one 
is very large. ‘The form: of thefe domes is perfedily that of 
an egg {et on its point: the apparent want of firmnefs at the 
bafe has, however, a very unpleafant effet on the fpettator ; 
and however difficult it may have been for. the architeé to 
produce, the confidération of this circumftance does not 
make amends for the evident want of elegance, nay almoft of 
propriety. 


Soon after my arrival 1 was waited upon by a perfon 
from the mother of the prefent Nabob, accompanied with a 
number of dithes af various -curries, and pillaws, for’ my 
refrefhment after the \fatigue of my journey, and compli- 
ments in the Mcorith flyle; indeed, fo high and dignified, 
that I could have almoft fancied’ myfelf tranformed into an 
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Of Oud, which is faid to have been the firft imperial city of 
Hindoftan, and to have been built by their-hero Kuithen. 
In Colonel Dowe's tranflation of Feritha's “hiflory, it .is 
mentioned as the capital of a great kingdom, one thoufand 
two hundred and nine years previous to the Chriltian Aira, 
‘and it is frequently mentioned in the famous Hindoo work in 
Shanferite, (the learned language of the Bramins) the Maha- 
beret, under the name of Adjudea, Whatever may have been 
its former magnificence, however, no traces are now left. It 
is feated at prefent on the banks of the Gogra; but, in all 
probability, many years back was at a confiderable diftance 
from it, it being in a line with Fyzebad; for, not many 
years fince, upon the building of the palace, Sujah ul Dow- 
lah is faid to have daily offered up prayers that the river 
might flow nearer it, which it now compleaily does, wath- 
ing the walls of the principal front.” At this place and 
Fyzabad I remained afew days to complete. my draw. 
ings, and returned to Lucknow by the fame route as I 
came, The country I had paffed through from Allaha- 
bad to Lucknow, and thence to Fyzabad, has the fame 
general charaGer, and there are very few elevations to 
be feen in it that are confiderable. It is in a moderate 
. fate of cultivation; in fome parts better than others; but 
\ 
at ‘cb gr eigen eno, 
quently perform pilgrimages thither, continually, from all quarters of 
India. 
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where it is negleGted, it is evidently more from the wan! 
of property in the people, than the natural ferility of the 
country, which, on the contrary, I believe to be capable of 
producing the finelt crops. The villages, of which there are 
many, fome are comfortable in their appearance, and others 
apparently difireffed. Afer leaving the flourifhing diflriét of 
Benares, I could not help viewing with a melancholy con- 
cern the miferable appearance of all the territories which 
were under the abfolute dire@ion of Muffulman tyrants. 
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Journey to Etaya—Defeription of that Place—Jefwontnagur 
—0'Kraine—Shekoabad—Fyrozabad— Etamadpoor — Shah 
Dara—Agra—Magnificent Ruins—Arrival at the Camp of 
the Nabob Mirza Shuffy Khawn—A venerable Chief who had 
Served under Kouli Khawn—Maufoleum of Achar—Taje 
Mahaet—Futtypoor Sicri—Fortrefi: of Gawlior—Return to 
Lucknow. 


ON the s0th of February I fet out on my journey to join 
Major Brown at Etaya, As I travelled by a fet of pallan- 
keen bearers to the number of fifteen, and which had no 
relief beyond their own fet, my Mages became fhort ; parti- 
cularly fo, as I was now encumbered with baggage, carrying 
with me a tent, and all the articles for cooking, &c. the number 
of fervants neceffary for drefling provifions, &c, makes the train 
even of an individual confiderable. On the 1gth I arrived 
at the encampment of Major Brown, his tent being pitched 
clofe to the town of Etaya, The road to this place runs 
weftward from Lucknow, and the Ganges is croffed nearly 
midway, and-at this feafon of the year is in many places 
fordable: there is a fordable flream alfo to the weltward of 
the Ganges, called Callinuddie, which, however, in the time 
of the periodical rains is a confiderable river. The country 


ae TRAVELS IN 


from Lucknow to Etaya is in a moderate flate of cultivation, 
but the villages are poor. Etaya is fituated on a very high 
bank of the river Jumna, the fides of which confit of what 
in India is called concha, which is originally fand, but the 
conftant ation of the fan in the dry feafon forms it almoft 
intoa vitrification. Many parts of the banks are Gixty feet 
high. On the top, near to the river, are the remains of a 
fort: the town iufelf is all built on the heights, which, as it 
approaches the river, is divided into a variety of feparate 
hills by deep ravines, made by the rains, ‘The Jumna is at 
this place a large river, in which are many iflands of fand, 
that are overflowed in the time of the floods. ‘The town is 
large, but very wretched, having but two tolerable houfes 
in it. 


On the 15th we moved forward to Jefwontnagur, fix cof 
from Etaya, or near twelve Englith miles, It thould be ob-_ 
ferved in this place, that the Indian meafure of a cols is lefs 
than in Bengal, the latter being nearly two Englith miles; 
but in the upper parts of Hindoftan, fcarcely more than one 
anda half, as may be feen on the feale in the map. The 
country from Etaya to this place is very*little cultivated ; 
the villages are not populous, and the few inhabitants ap- 
pear very wretched. - 


On the 16th we halted at O'Kraine, fix cols farther, al- 
mofl at the termination of the Nabob of Qud’s country. 
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Trroven the whole of the lait day's journey I ob- 
ferved fearcely a {pot in cultivation; the villages, of which 
there are feveral, were in rains, and the whole prefented al- 
moft one uninterrupted fcene of defolation. On the laft 
day’s march we met a few unfortunate people paifing down 
into the provinces, in order a€tually to avoid being ftarved, 
begging their way. The fervants we had brought from 
Bengal with us appearing clean, healthy, and chearful, per- 
haps rendered the appearance of thefe poor people the more 
wretched: 


Ow the 17th Larrived at Shekoabad, which takes its name 
from Dara Sheko, the eldeft and moit unfortunate fon of 
the Emperor Shah Ichan, who, in the conteft for the empire 
with Aurungzebe, his youngeft brother, was defeated, hunt- 
ed down like a wild beaft, and at laft taken, When a pri- 
foner, he was ftripped and feated on an clephant, for the 
derifion of a conquering army, and was at laft unmercifully 
murdered. From O'Krainé to this place there are fome few 
fpots-of cultivated ground; and the richnefs and fulnefs of 
the grain fufficiently thew what the whole of the country is 
capable of producing, were it in cultivation, 


” Durixe this day’s march our courfe lay through two vil- 
Jages, which were better and cleaner than thofe we had be- 
fore paifed. ‘To the right and the left of our road were 
many ruined villages ; and on every hillock, or rifing ground, 
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‘two fine pieces of battering cannon, ‘The perfons of the men, 
forming this little army, appeared to me remarkable for their 
manly beauty and ftature, moft of them being upwards of fix 
feet in height, and their manners, whilft I was in their camp, 
were extremely modelt and attentive. On the following day 
we reached Etamadpoor, a diftance of fix cofs, but found in 
our journey that, upon leaving the Purgunnah of Firozeabad, 
the line was ftrongly marked by the wild wafte that enfied. 


‘Ar Etamadpoor is a fall building in the center of a large 
tank, the fides of which are built up with ftone, as is the 
center building, and a bridge’ of feveral arches, which com- 
municates with it from the fide of the tank. Around the 
whole are large mounds of earth, formed from the exca- 
yations in making the tank. At this time there was but little 
water in it. 


From this place we had a fight of the fpires of the once 
splendid and imperial city of Agra. 


Ox the 234, at the diftance of five cofs from Etamadpoor, 

‘we encamped on the Shah Darah, about a cofs on the eaftern 

fide of the river Jumna, oppofite the city. The whole of this 

fpot, as far as the eye can reach, is one general fcene of 

ruined buildings, long walls, vatt arches, parts of domes, 

and fome very large buildings, as the Cuttera, built by’ 
. 
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cami pee ers pce 
there are alfo feveral Tombs. 

Axoxo the weltern bank of the river are feen the ruined | 
palaces of the great Omrahs, built in the time of Achar 
Jehanguire, and Shah Jehan. A little farther, the city of 
‘Agra offers itfelf to the eye, with the great fort and palace, 
‘andthe profpect is terminated to the fouth-weft by that vatt 
monument of eaftern elegance, the Taje Mahel, built by the 
emperor Shah Jehan, 


‘Tuis {pot takes its name from Dara, a tent, and Shah, 
king or fovercign, being the {pot where the emperor's tent 
was firft fixed, when he made his progrefs from Agra to the 
eaftern provinces of the empire. It being the general cuftom, 
from the timethedynafty of the Moguls was fixed in India, under 
Achar, that the emperor thould take the field in the fammer 
months, ‘with a large army, ‘attended by the'whole court, the 
bankers, and the artifans, &c, Thus the camp became a great 
ity under tents, and each trade had its feveral quarter allotted 
to them; the emperor's tent being in the center of the whole, 
Sarrounced by tole ofthe great ofcers of fae 


Oy the: ‘Major Brown was waited upon by Arafiab 
’igh rank, from the Nabob Mirza 
Shufich’ Khawn, who lay encamped ‘three cofs to the nosth- 
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welt of Agra, and to whofe camp we proceeded, croffing the 
‘Jumna, and pafled through a part of the city of Agra. On the 
following day we pitched our tents to the eaftward of the 
Nabob’s encampment, in a garden walled round, and which 
formerly was adorned with very confiderable buildings, now 
in ruins; this was a work of Acbar for the accommodation of 
one of his daughters. 


‘Tur camp of Mirza Shuffch extended over a great fpace of 
ground, and more refembled a great city than a camp,’ having 
fhops of every denomination, retaining in part the character 
of the armies of the great emperors, only without their 
fplendor. ‘The camp was faid to contain forty thoufand mens 
but it appeared to me that the number was greatly exaggerated. 
‘This, however, thould be added, that every foldier, and every 
tradefman and artificer, had his family with him, In the park 
of artillery were forty-two pieces of cannon of various calibers. 
Some of the largeft guns were French pieces, and very fine 
cones; but the greater number were very indifferent, the metal 
much corroded, and the carriages rotten, It is not improbable 
that the tentof the Nabob might have been formerly an imperial 
one, being of crimfon velvet, embroidered in many parts with 
gold, and lined with filk. It was, however, much torn and 
roth-eaten, and had therefore no very Splendid appearance. 

BE pagar ‘Major Brown to 
Durbar of the Nabob, where we found the principal 
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commanders, amongit whom were {everal old Perfian Chiefs, 
with beards depending to their girdles, and countenances 
of great dignity. One of the hoary Chiefs, T found by 
his’ converfation, had attended Nadir Shah, “or Thomas 
Kouli Khan, when he made his famous expedition into 
Hindoftan, in the year 1739, and had remained in India fince 


that time, The old foldier's eye appeared in a flame when he 


‘mentioned his name, at the recollection of the aétions and 
viétories he had affifted, at, or been witnefs to, under his 
former commander. After the ceremony of reception, which 
was by touching the turban with the right hand, without 
rifing from their feats, we were defired to fit, for which purpofe 
there were old fathioned chairs brought, which had formerly 
been ich in carved work and velvet, but were now greatly 
injured by the hand of time; otter and rofe-water were handed 
round, as a mark of diftinétion. The Nabob Mirza Shuffeh 
fat in the center of a {emicircle, furrounded by his Chiefs, 
with an innumerable crowd of fervants ftanding behind. After 
remaining about half an hour, we retired. This was a vifit 
of ceremony, and the bufinefs of Major Brown's misfion was 
not entered upon for many days afterwards, for, amongft thefe 
people, delay feems a fettled principle of etiquette. 


‘Wninsr we lay encamped at this place, I made daily ex- 
curfions to Agra\and the neighbourhood, the weather at this 
feafon greatly favonring my purfuits. Our joufneys were 
hort, and were begun frequently between five and fix in the 
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Suau Jenan, the grandion of Achar, dfliking the fituation 
of Agra, from the exceflive heats to. which it was expofed 
in the fummer months, and defirous to raife a metropolis 
which thould bear his own name, built a great city adjoining 
the old one of Dehli, and named it Jebanabad; but the name, 
Tike the empire, is now nearly loft, To people his new city, 
he is faid to have tranfported thither one half of the people of 
Agra, to the amount of upwards of five hundred thoufand, 
‘The ruins that immediately enfied in Agra, rendered it necef- 
fary to creét, for the fecurity of the people, another wall, 
forminga part of a circle within the old one; and this wall 
was built by Joy Singh, a Hindoo Raja in the fervice of the 
emperor Aurungzee. 


‘Tue whole fpace between thefe two walls is one mafs of 
ruins. The inner wallis but in indifferent repair, and within 
it is ealy to difcern that it is chiefly compofed from the ruined 
buildings, except, indeed, towards the Dehli gate of the fort, 
where is the great Musjiid or Mofque, built of red ftone, but 
greatly gone to decay. Adjacent to'this fpot is the Choke, or 
Exchange, which is now amere ruin; and even the fort itfif, 
from itshaving frequently changed its mafters, in the courfe 
of the lait feventy years, is going rapidly to defolation,. It 
was taken by Colonel Poliet,, when that gentleman was in the 
fervice of the Nabob Zoolfeecar til Dowlah, better known by 
the name of Ned In the eaftern front of the fort 
was the imperial refidence, built of white marble, covered on 
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the top with plates of copper gilt, which to this day retain their 
full luftre, andl at no great diftance there is a Mofque, built ofthe 
fame beautiful materials, with copper ornamentsand gilt. Itwas 
impoflible to contemplate the ruins of this grand and venerable 
city, without feeling the deepeft impreffions of melancholy. 
Tam, indeed, well informed, that the ruins extend, along the 
banks of the river, not lef than fourteen Englifh miles. 


‘Tite palace of Dara Sheko, built by that prince, includes 
an extent of ground not lefé than the fquare of Lincoln’s-inn 
fields, It is dangerous even to walk among thefe ruins ; for at 
every ftep, unlefs great care is taken, the paffenger is liable 
to fink through holes into the covered vaults, which are now 
the habitation of dangerous reptiles. ‘The ftreets in this 
city are very narrow, and evidently not laid out on any 
well direéted plan. I went once to a Hummaum, or bath, 
which had formerly belonged to the palace of one of the great 
men of the court, as was plain from the expences that 
had been laid out on it ; being lined with the fineft coloured 
marbles, with many pieces of lapis lazuli introduced amongft 
the ornaments, which were very beautifal, in the Moorith 
ftyle, compofed of moftic and flowers; the imitations of 
the latter. I mutt add, were remarkably good. 


Ar the diftance of three cof, or a little more, from Agra, 
on the great high road Ieading to Dehli, at a place called 
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Secundrii, ftands the tomb of the emperor Acbar. This 
enormous building is Seated in a garden, regularly planted 
both with foreft and fruit-trees, and many flowering fhrubs, 
and walled round, which is fuppofed to contain a {pace’ of 
upwards of twenty Englith acres. ‘The monument is raifed in 
the center of the garden ; it is a fquare building, with gates in 
the center on each fide, and great pavilions at the angles and 
‘over the gates: it confifts of five feveral ftories, which gradually 
diminifh with pavilions at each angle. The domes of the 
feveral pavilions are of white marble, the reft of the building is 
of red ftone, in parts intermixed with white marble. The 
fifth or upper ftory is entirely of white marble, and has a range 
of windows running round each fide, which are fret work, 
cut out of the folid flab. The pavilions that finith this ftory 
are likewife of marble; thefe have been greatly damaged, as I 
was told, by lightning, and by an earthquake. One of the 
pavilions is quite gone, and the domes of the others are greatly 
injured. The infide of this upper ftory is curioufly inlaid 
with black marble, expreffive of certain paffages from the 
Koran; and { was informed by a critic in Perfian writing, 
that it is in the moft perfect ftyle. On each ftory of this 
‘building are large terraffes, which, in the times of the emperors 
Jehanguire and Jehan, had coverings of gold cloth, fupported 
by pillars of filver. Under the thade of thefe awnings the 
mollahs or priefts\of the religion of Mchommed converfed 
with men of learning. 
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Jehanguire, the fon of Acbar, highly decorated with painting 
and gilding; but in the lapfe of time it was found to be 
gone greatly to decay; and the Emperor Aurutigzebe, either 
from fuperftition or avarice, ordered it to be entirely de- 
faced, and the walls whitened. From this hall, through a 
fimilar arch to that in the front, we defcend into the garden; 
and the whole of the tomb difplays itfelf through an avenue 
of Jofty trees. This avenue is paved with flone : in the cen- 
ter is a large fquare bafon, which was formerly filled with 
water, but was quite dry when I faw it. In the center of the 
bafon was a fountain, the pipe only remaining: the fupply 
of water, indeed, had apparently been confiderable here, for 
all through the middle of the avenue, and on either fide, we 
obferved channels, which mufl have been defigned for aque- 
duéts, but which were then dry. At fome fmall diftance 
from the principal building rifes a high open gate, entirely 
of white marble, of exquilite beauty, 


A BLazinG eaftern fun fhining full on this building, com- 
poled of fuch varied materials, produces a glare of fplendout 
almoft beyond the imagination of an inhabitant of thefe nor- 
thern climates to conceive; and ‘the’ prefent folitude that 
reigns over the whole of the negleéted garden, excites invo- 
luntarily'a melancholy penfivenels. After viewing this ‘mo- 
nument of an Emperor, whofe great a€tions have refounded 
through the world, and whofe liberality and humanity were 
his higheR praife, I became defirous of feeing even that fone 
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which contained his crumbling remains. There was an old 
Mollah who attended, and had the keys of the interior of the 
building, (which is ftill held in veneration) and who obtains 
a precarious fubfiflence by thewing it to the curious traveller, 
‘The infide of the tomb is a vaft hall, occupying the whole 
{pace of the interior of the building, which terminates in a 
dome; a few windows at the top admit a “ dim religious” 
light, and the whole is lined with white marble, Tn the cen- 
ter the body is depofited in a farcophagus of plain white 
marble, on which is written, in black marble inlaid, imply 


the name of 


ACBAR. 


From the fammit of the minarets in the front a {peda- 
tor’s eye may range over a prodigious ciscuit of country, 
not lef than thirty miles in a direét line, the whole of which is 
flat, and filled with ruins of ancient grandeur; the river Jumna 
is fen at fome diftance, and the glittering towers of Agra. 
This fine country exhibits, in its prefent ftate, a melancholy 
proof of the confequences of a bad government, of wild 
ambition, and the horrors attending ciyil diffentions; for 
when the governors of this country were in plenitude of 
power, and exercifed their rights with wildom, from the 
exédllence of its climate, with fome degree of induflry, it 
muft have been a perfeét. garden; but now all is defolation 
and filence, Surrounding the monument of Achar are many 

2 
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heads of the arches within the recelles are likewife moft 
highly enriched in the fame manner: within the feveral 
arches running round the building are windows, formed by 
an open fret-work in the folid flab, t0 give light to the in- 
terior of the building. From behind this o&agon front, 
and rifing confiderably higher, are’ four o€tangular pavi- 
ions, with domes, From the center of the whole, rifing 
as high as the domes of the pavilions, is a cone, whence 
{prings the great dome, felling from its bafe outwards con- 
fiderably, and with a beautiful curve finithing in the upper 
point of the cullus, on which reft. two balls of copper gilt, 
‘one above the other: above the balls is a crefcent, from, the 
center of which a {pear head terminates the whole. Each 
face of this building is a counterpart to the other, and all 
are equally finithed, 


Wae this building is viewed from the oppofite fide of 
the river, it pollefies a degree of beauty, from the perfeétion 
of the materials and from the excellence of the workmanthip, 
which is only forpaffed by its grandeur, extent, and general 
magnificence. The bafeft material that enters into this cen- 
ter part of it is'white marble, and the ornaments are of varie 
‘ous coloured sharbles, in which there is no glitter: the whole 
together appears like a moft perfe& pearl on, an azure 
ground, The effeft is fuch as, I confels, I never experi- 
enced from any work of art. ‘The fine materials, the beauti- 
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fal forms, and the fymmetry of the whole, with the judicious 
choice of fituation, far furpaffes any thing I ever beheld. 


Ir was the intention of the royal founder to have ereéted 
on the oppofite thore a fimilar building, for his own inter- 
ment, and to have joined them by a marble bridge, ‘This 
magnificent idea was frultrated by ficknefs, and by the fabfe- 
quent difputes concerning the fucceffion between his fons, 
and at laft by his own imprifonment by Aurungzebe, 


Tue. garden, in which the Taje Mahel is tuated, is entered 
from the oppofite fide, through a large and bandfome gate of 
red free-ftone, whence proceeds a large flight of fteps into the 
garden, From the top of the fleps the center part of the 
middle building is viewed through an avenue of cyprefs and 
other trees mixed: the avenue is paved with fone, in the 
middle there are copartments, or beds of flowers, with foun- 
tains at equal diftances; four of the moft magnificent of which 
are fituated about half way up the avenue, and rife from a 
fquare bale of white marble, Thefe, as well as the others, 
are fupplied by a refervoir without the building, which is 
filled from the river by pumps. The fountains are yet in to- 
lerable repair; they were played whilft I was there; and the 
garden is ftill kept in decent order, the lands allotted for the 
fupport of the building not being wholly difmembered from 
it. ‘The center building is in a perfe& Mate; but all thofe 
which furround it bear firong marks of decay. Several Mol- 
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ahs attend the mofque here at the hours of prayer, and ap- 
pear the moft orderly and decent that I have feen among the 
Mahomedans; extremely attentive to ftrangers, and affidu- 
ous to thew and explain every part of it, The infide of the 
great building is of white marble, with many ornaments of 
flowers beautifully carved. The tomb is in a chamber be- 
Jow, and the body of Taje Mabel lies in a farcophagus of 
white marble, under the center of the building. Clofe to it 
is a fimilar one, containing the body of her hufband Shah 
Tehan, “Thefe farcophagi are perfeélly fimilar to thofe in 
the tomb of Acbar, 


‘Tre garden and the furrounding buildings cannot occupy 
1 {pace more than equal to one half of that of the Emperor 
Acbar, at Secundrii, Tavernier mentions, that he was 
witnefs to the beginning and the finithing of this building, 
which employed upwards of twenty thoufand men conflantly 
at work for a term of twenty-two years. The free-flone 
was obtained in the neighbourhood, but the marble was 
brought from Kandahar, the eaftern province of Perfia, by 
Jand carriage, a diftance of vot lefs than fix hundred miles 
by the road. The expence is faid to have amounted to 
little Jef than one million fterling. 





Ow the third of Murch the Nabob's camp moved dlolé to 
Secundrii, where-we remained until the fifteenth, when we 
removed to Gougaut, feven cofs ‘from Agra, Here the 
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water was very bad, being ftrongly impregnated with ni- 
tre, and the furface of the ground was covered with that 
falt.. On the twenty-fecond we encamped near the fmall 
village of Krowley, five cofi to the wellward of Gougaut, 
on a very extenfive plain, which was poorly decorated with 
a few feattered trees, and bounded by fome low hills 
firetching to the cailward. In thefe hills 1 found confi- 
derable quarries of red free-flone, the fame with that of 
which the fort of Agra is built, ‘The ground was vety little 
cultivated in thefe parts: the foil is loofe and light. 


I rounn the heat about this time excelfive, and it was 
foon much increafed by the fetting in of the hot winds from 
the weftward. The water through the whole of this part of 
the country is very bad, from the falt-petre. 


On the agd we encamped near the town of Futtypoor 
Sicri, The country here refembled, in moft refpetis, that 
which we had jaf paft. It isan immenfe plain, bounded 
to the fouthward by a range of hills; not a fhrub was to be 
feen; and the heat {till continued to increafe. The foil, 1 
obferved was light, and almoft as fine as hair-powder. It 
is impoffible to defcribe the dilagreeable effeéis which this 
circumilance produces, when this fine duft is taken up by the 
hot winds from the wellward: the indifferent water too, 
with which che whole country abounds, mull neceffarily 
-render the fituation unhealthy. 
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I was much entertained, during our feveral marches, by 
the variety of charaders I faw; the people of the bazar 
(the market) with their wives and children: the cavalry, 
who were continually manifefting their dexterity, im the 
oriental manner, by fetting off their horfes in full fpeed, 
fiting behind, as if purfued by an enemy, and then inflan- 
taneoully fopping, and flying back with the fame velocity 
as they advanced, to the great terror of the poor people in 
their way. ‘Their adroitnefs in the management of their 
horfes is, indeed, wonderful; though, from the appear- 
ance of the animals, one would doubt whether they were 
able to move five miles, 


To thefe I may add the majeftic movements of the 
elephants; not only of thofe which carried the great men, 
but of thofe with the heavy baggage. The appearance, in- 
deed, of the whole army, with the camels, artillery and 
baggage cattle, formed a foene highly gratifying to the mind, 
entirely new toa European, of fingular variety, and even fub- 
lime. I could not, however, but obferve the great apparent 
want of order in the line of march; not that my knowledge of 
the military art was fufficient to qualify me for palling a decided 
judgment; bot the order I had feen in the camp under Sir 
Eyre Coote, inthe Carnatic, and when thofe troops marched 
towards the enemy, gave me very different impreffions from 
that which was now before me. 


INDIA age 
Tuz town of Futtypoor Sicri, which lay under the hills 1 
have before mentioned, is confiderable, and the country imme- 
diately near't isin tolerable cultivation, On the fummit of the 
higheft hill is « largemofque, which was built by Acbar. The 
building is in a high flyle of Moorith archite@ure. The afvent 
from the foot of the hill is by a flight of broad fleps, extending 
to the principal entrance, which is through a portal of great 
magnificence, Afier this we enter a large {quare, paved through- 
‘out, in whigh is the mofque, and round the fides are apart- 
ments for the different priefts. At the foot of the hill on 
which the mofque is Gtuated are che remains of the palace, 
occupying a great extent of ground, ‘The palace is in total 
ruin, not a fingle apartment remaining; and the only part 
which ferves to give any idea of its former beauty is:the 
principal gate, At the back of the hills on which the 
mofque and palace are built, was a lake, formed by great 
amounds of earth, artificially ‘zaifed to keep in the water, on 
which, when the palace was inhabited, a number of fine 
boats were kept of every defeription, for the entertainment 
of the Imperial Family. ‘The boundaries and banks of the 
lake are now only to be traced, many parts of it being not 
vonly quite dry, but in a@ual cultivation, Throughout this 
part of the country the water is very bad, except at the 
molque;ahere it is quite the contrary, the wells being funk 
tonfiderably lower than wufuual, in fa, below the depth 
‘where the faltspetre is generated, While we continued here 
‘our feelings informed us of a confiderable increafe in the 
heat of the weather, in the courfe of a few days. 
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We remained at Futtypoor Sicri until the twenty-fixth, 
when the camp moved to Siedpoor, about even cols, or a 
little more. Here we found the face of the eountry greatly 
altered; we marched through a territory in many parts well 
cultivated : to the $, W. of the village itis; indeed, extremely 
beautiful, being varied with hills, the vallies and plains be- 
tween which were in fine cultivation, The village itfelf had 
been but a few months before plundered and burnt, and all 
the inhabitants maffacred, by Mahommed Beg Khawn, one 
of thofe chiefs who difputed for the fovercignty under the 
Great Mogul, on the death of Nudjiif Khawn, and who, a 
fhort time after, alfaffinated with his own hand, in a friendly 
meeting, the chief of this army, Mirza Shufly Khawn; and 
for thefe and many fimilar crimes fuffered death, by the 
order of Madajee Scindia, the Mahratta chief, 


We experienced great inconvenience about this time from 
the hot winds, as the reader may well conceive, when he is 
informed that, in the middle of the day, Farenheit’s ther- 
mometer flood in the thade at 106. The great quantities of 
fand alfo raifed by the wind prevented us from feeing the 
fan fet for many days, the atmofpphere for many degrees 
above the horizon being totally obfeured by the floating 
mafles of fmd. During my flay at Siedpoor there were fe= 
veral forms of wind only ; arifing in the north-eaft quarter, 
and veering about until it fettled in the fouth-welt. The 
country people call them aundees, and typhawns; but 
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while they rage they may well be called hurricanes; deftroy- 
ing every thing in their courfe, and being accompanied with 
fach quantities of dufl, as to have the appearance of a 
moving cavern approaching to overwhelm the affrighted 
fpeétators, In one of thefe ftorms of wind not a fingle tent 
in the whole camp was left landing, ‘The dull railed by 
the orm approaches with a wave-like motion, and affords 
a clear idea of thofe tempefts which are faid to happen on the 
plains of Arabia and in Africa, and which are fo admirably 
deferibed by Lucan; and after him by Mr, Addifon: 


Sudden th’ impetuous. hurricanes defoend, 

‘Wheel through the air, in circling eddies play, 

‘Tear up the fands, and fweep whole plaine away, 

‘The helplefs traveller, with wild farprize, 

Sen he ye lal Nn i 
‘And, fimother'd in the duly whirhyind, dies, 


‘Tux reader will perhaps have pleafure in comparing thefe 
with the following lines of Thomfon: 


Sent the fands, 
‘Commov'd around, in gathering eddies play : 
Nearer and nearer, ftill they dark’ning. come; 
‘Till, with the general all-involving florm 
‘Swept up, the whole continuous wilds arife: 
‘And, by their noon-day fount dejected thrown, 
Or funk at night in fad dift'rous-fleep © 
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My intentions of vifiting Dehli were fruftrated by the move- 
‘ments of the army under Mirza Shuffy Khawn; and as no 
| probability appeared of reaching that capital under the fanc= 
tion of Major Brown's embafly, and the country being over-run 
by. two hoftile armies, as well as. by marauding parties from 
each, and invaded by the Sciks from the province of La- 
‘hore, I was obliged in prudence to dire my courfe to- 
wards Gwalior, I therefore fent off all my baggage under 
the efcort of a party of feapoys, and took my leave of Me- 
jor Brown on the 28th of April, at night, Added to the 
evils which I intimated above, the whole country was at this 
time infefted by bands of robbers; and during the march of 
my fmall party they were attacked by a confiderable body of 
hhorfemen, but by the good condué of the havildar every 
‘thing was preferved. On the 2gth L arrived at the village 
‘of Dohlpoor, and on ghe following day croffed the river 
Chumbull, and marched three cofs, in a north-welt direétion, 
‘through the worft country 1 ever faw; full of ravines and 
deep hollow-ways, As foon as I reached the plain I en- 
camped under the walls of a large mud fort, which had been 
lately taken from the Rana of Ghod, by Madajee Scindia, 
ithe Mahratta chief. The Killidar, or governor, treated my 
people extremely well, and permitted them to purchafe 
grain and vegetables within the fort, but would not fuffer 


‘me to enter it, 
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‘Tue country through which I had lately paffed was moft 
dreary ‘and defolate, not a blade of verdure to be any 
where feen, and the fun moft intenfely hot. On the aft of 
May T arrived at Nurabad. ‘This is a fimall town, with an 
old flone fort in it, and a flone bridge over a fmall nullah, 
(a branch of the Chumbull) confifling of feven tall and 
narrow pointed arches : at the extreme of the three center 
arches are two open pavilions, raifed upon the bridge, 
crowned with domes on each fide; and at the extremes of the 
other two arches are finall cones, all built of the fame flone 
as the bridge, and finithed with little domes: the 
part of the bridge abuts againtt the banks. On the following 
day I arrived at Gwalior, 





I suovzp have remarked, that throughout the whole of 
the above country, which I paffed in my way from Dohl- 
poor, there did not appear the fimalleft trace of cultivation, 
nor was there even a hut to be feen, The feafon, it is true, 
was the wortt in the year for the appearance of the country, 
and the hot winds had fet in with uncommon violence, which 
deftroy every thing in their courfe, like the “Angel of Defo- 
lation. Befides all thefe unfavourable circumflances, it muft 
alfo be remembered, that this is the bordering country, 
which lies between the fine province of Malwa and that 
country yet remaining under the dominion of the Great 
Mogul; and it has confequently been, ever fince the eflab- 
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‘Tus ancient and celebrated: fortrefs is fituated in the 
heart of Hindoftan Proper, being about eighty miles to the 
fouth of Agra, the ancient capital of the empire, and one 
hundred and’ thirty from the neareft part of the Ganges. 
From Calcutta it is, by the neareft route, upwards of eight 
hundred miles; nine hundred and ten by the ordinary road ; 
and about two hundred and eighty from the Britifh fron 
tiers. In the ancient divifion of the empire it is claffed in 
the fubah of Agra, and is often mentioned in hiftory as the 
capital of a diftri&t which produced a large revenue, We 
firft read of it in the Hiftory of Hindoftan, in the year 
1008 and, during the two following centuries, it was twice 
reduced by famine. It is probable that it mufty in all ages, 
have been a military poft of the utmoft confequence, both 
from its fituation in refpect to the capital, and from the pe- 
culiarity of its fcite, which was generally deemed impreg- 
nable, With refpeét to its relative pofition, it mutt be con- 
fidered, that it Stands on the principal road, leading from Agra 
to Malwa, Guzerat, and the Decan; and that near the 
place where it enters the hilly tra&, which advances from 
Bundelcund, Malwa, and Agimere, to a parallel with the 
river Jumna, throughout the greatelt part of its courfe. From 
thefe circumftances, as well as from its natural and acquired 
advantages as a fortrefs, the pofleffion of it was deemed as 
neeeflary to the ruling emperors of Hindoftan, as Dover Caftle 
might be to the Saxon and Norman Kings of England, 
' : 
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Ow the difmemberment of the Mogul empire, Gwalior 
appears to have fallen to the lot of a Rajah of the Jaut tribe 
of Hindoos, who affumed the government.of the diftrigt in 
which it is immediately fituated, under the title of Rana of 
Gohud or Gohd,. Since that period it has changed matters 
‘more than once : the Maharattas, whofe'dominions extend to 
the neighbourhood of it, shaving fometimes pofeffed it; ands 
Leone earpiece ates caameniaie 
always either by famine or treachery. - 


Gwaxton was in the pofleffion of Madajec Scindia in the 
year 1779; at the clofe of which year the Governor General 
and Council of Bengal: concluded, an alliance with the Rana 
bf Gobd; in confequence of whieh, four battalions of Seapoys, 
of five hundred men each, and fome pieces of artillery, were 
fent to'his affitance, his diftriGt being-over-run by the Maha- 
vattas, and he himfelf fhutaip in his fortrefs of Gohd, 
‘The grand object. of this alliance was to penetrate into 
Scindia's country, and finally to draw hiv from the weftemn 
fide of India, where ‘he then wes, ‘attending the motions of 
General Goddard, who was’ employed in’ the reduétion” of 
Guzerat, In'adopting this meafure, the idea of Mr. Haftings 
was, that when'Scindia found his own dominions in danger; 
hhe would detach himfelf from the’ confederacy, of which “he 
was the principal member, and thns leave matters open for 
an accommodation with the court of Poonab, the principal 
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feat of the Maharatta government’; and the event was aisfwer- 
‘able to this expectation. Major, now Colonel Popham, was 
appointed to the ‘command’ of this little army, fent to the 
Rand's affiftance; and was very faccefsfal, as well ih clearing 
the countty of the enemy, as in expelling them from che of 
their-moft valuable diftridts, and keeping poffeffion of it. 
‘Mr, Haltings, who juftly corichided that the capture of Gwa- 
lior, if praéticable, would not only open the way iiito Sciidia's 
country, but would alfo add’to the reputation of the Britith 
arms, ina degree much Beyond the: rifque and expence of 
the undertaking, repéatedly expreffed his opinion to Major 
Popham, together with a with that it might be attempted) 
and founding his hopes "of (iecefs on the confidence that the 
garrifon would probably have in the natural ftrength ‘of the 
Place, it-was determined that it thould be attacked. As the 
fuccels, therefore, of this enterptize is only generally known, 
Thave added the following account of the nianner of obtain- 
ing poffeffion of it, from a letter written by Captain Jonathan 
Scott, at that time Perfian interpreter to Major Popham, to 
his brother Major John Scott, who has obligingly permitted 
‘the infertion of it in this work: 


“Tax fortrefs of Gwalior ftands on ‘a valt rock of about 
four miles in length ; but natrow, “and of uneqaal breadth, 
and nearly.flat on the top. The fides are fo fteep, as to 
appear elmoft perpendicular in every pact for where ft was 

és 
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ail round, and“the only entrance is by fteps running up 
‘the fide of the rock, defended on the fide next the country 
ee ete etree by feven ftone 
a ‘at certain diftances from each other. ‘The area 
‘within ‘is fall of noble buildings, refervoirs of water, wells, 
‘and Cultivated land; fo that it is really a little diftriét im 
itl, At the north-welt foot of the mountain is the town, 
pretty large, well built, the houfes all of ftone: To have 
befieged this place would have been vain; for nothing but 
1 frprize or blockade could have carried it: 





“A ramp of banditti, from the diftriét of the Rana, had 
‘been accuftomed to rob about this town, aridonce in the 
dead of night had climbed up the rock, and got into the 
fort. - This intelligence they had communicated to the Rana, 
who often thought of availing himfelf of it, but was fear 
fol of undertaking ‘an enterprize of fuch moment with his 
‘own troops. At length he informed Major Popham of it, 
who fent “a party of the robbers to conduét fome of 
‘his own {pies to the fpot: they accordingly climbed: up 
in’the ight, and found that the guards. generally. went 
to fleep after: their| rounds. Major Popham now ordered 
“adders to be made, \but with fo much feerefy, that, until 
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pos ha vasaaaenlleion culls poesia 
new of it 


si Sarees anges i 4 party was ordered. 
to be in reéidinefs to march, under of Captain 
‘William Bruce and Major Popham put himfelf at the head 
of two battalions, which were immediately to follow the torm- 
ing party.’ ‘To prevent, as much as poflible, any noifé in ap- 
proaching or afeending the rock, a kind of thoes, of woollen 
cloth, were made forthe Seapoys, and: ftuffed with cotton. 
At eleven o'clock the whole detachment moved from the* 
camp at Reypoor, cight miles from Gwalior, through mnfre- 
quented paths, and reached it'a little before day-break. Juft 
as Capt. Bruce arrived at the foot of the rock, he faw the 
fights which accompanied the rounds moving along the tam- 
parts, and heard the centinels cough (the mode of fignify- 
ing: that all is well in an Indian camp or garrifon), which 
might have damped. the fpirits of many men, but ferved 
only to infpire him with more confidence, as the moment 
for aétion, that is, the interval between the palling of the 
rounds..was now alcertained: accordingly, when the lights 
‘were gone, the wooden Jadders were placed againit the 
rock; and one of the robbers firft mounted, and returned 
with an account that the guard was retired to fleep. Lieu~ 
tenn Cameten; our engineer, next. mounted, and tied a 
rope ladder to the, battement of the walls this kind of 





¥ 
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Ir is neveffary to add to this account, that fome time after, 
the fort Was given up to the Rane of 









and which was tnt eae 
men, for the uncommon. attentions. I: there received. Mr. 
Anderfon had fent an eftort. of Maharatta horfe to Dohlpoor 
for my proteétion, which was machines fron: the. 
then ftate of the country. - a 





is te ego ano a he 
and expofure to the fun, in ‘making my drawings, T found 
myfelf about this time, as ‘indeed I had been for fome time 
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rat Sof health; not was T able to 





‘tiny perfon vifiting countries for feientifc information, in any 
‘ine whatfoever. After remaining ten days, 1 therefore de- 
‘termined to purfue my journey, ‘with all expedition, to Luck- 

now ; and accordingly proceeded by Dauk Bearers, preter! 
fervants, with my baggage, ey a 


1 sev off on the 12th, is ehchardaenar a 
‘the following day, Where I ftopped 2 few hours to refrefh 
myfelf: here I’ found an Englifhman, who was a watch- 
maker, but at this time commanded two battalions of the 
“Rana’s infantry ; he expreffed himfelf heartily tired of his 
military ‘career, and a with to return within the Britith terri- 
‘tory, to his former occupation, as he had made fome little - 
_ property in the Rana’s fervice, which he wished to retreat with, 
; “ut had no means to convey it, not being fafered to depart ~ 
‘he therefore requefted I would take charge of a cafket for him 
‘20 Lucknow, Which I readily did, and delivered it to his fiend. 
‘Had, however, foreleen the difinal country I was to pas - 
‘through, T'fhould have been extremely averfe to this under~ 
“takings for from town of Gohd, itis hardly pollible for 
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the imagination to figure any thing fo difmal, dulky, and bar- 
ren: ‘There were ino villages, and fcareely a human being to 
be found; ‘until [arrived near the river Chumbull, the banks of 
which are very high, and defcending through deep ravines, in 
fome of which are huits : in this part, as a ftranger paffes; every: 
now and then a favage-like being ftarts out, completely armed 
in their way; fortunately, however, the countenance of an 
European is, in the prefent day, a pafiport. I was two days 
and a night on this joumey from Gwalior to Btaya. The 
heats, in the middle of the day:were extreme, andthe bearers, 
having one day miffed theit way inthis: ocean of fand,, they 
fet me dows, and left me, while they went fome diftance to a 
hitt to ctiquire the road. In this fituation Iwas for.upwards: 
of two hours, when fome of them returned ; and heartily. re= 
joiced I was at the fight of a human being: it was impoflible, 
indeed, to be angry at their long ftay, when I confidered what 
they muft have fuffered. On my arrival at Etaya, the fight of 
afew: green herbs, made me. confider it as»almoft avery 
Eden, 


Ow the 16th, I finithed this journey at Lucknow, when 
the heats and fatigue I had fuffered brought on a violent 
dyfentery, and a palpitation at the heart, from which I was 
Jong in. recovering. Colonel Polier received me with his 
wonted hofpitality ; and I remained with that gentleman about 
ten days: my indifpofition, however, rather increafing than 
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abating, his houfe being a large bungelow, * was confe- 
‘quently very hot, and therefore Colonel Martin, who had a 
large brick houle, had the goodnefs to invite ane to his; where, 
by his great and moft friendly care, and the adminiftering 
of proper remedies, I gradually recovered; to him, therefore, 
I may now fay I owe the life Fat prefent enjoy. 


1 caxwot but add, that, independent of this circum- 
ftance, I feel a weight of obligations to that gentleman, for 
the many and repeated inftances of his kind and friendly 
attention During my ftay in his houfe 1 painted. feveral 
piGtures, among others a large one, a View of the Palace of 
‘the Nabob, from which a print has been engraved, which 
is annexed. 


‘© Bungelows are buildings in India, generally raifed on a bate of brick, one, 
‘two, of three feet from the ground, aiid confift only of one ftory’ the plan ‘of 
them ufially iy 2 large room in the center for an eating and fitting room, and 
‘toons at each corner for Necping the whol is covered with one general thatch, 
Which comes low to each fide: the fpace between the angle rooms are viranders, 
(or open porticoet, to fit in during the evenings ; the center hall is lighted from 
‘the fides with windows, and a large door in the center  fometimes the center vi- 
raniers at each end, are converted into rooms. 
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CHAP. vir. 


Departure from Luoknrw—Voyage dwn the River Goonty— 
‘Danger from Bandit-—Yionpeor-—Maufilewn—Safiram—Mau- 
folewn of Shere Shab—Death of Mr. Cleveland-— Arrival at Cal- 
weutta—-Reflections on the State of the Arts in India—A new 
Projett—Advice to Artifis travelling in India, 

FInpIne myfeif tolerably recovered, I now determiiited to 

return towards Calcutta, and, inftead of travelling the fame 

rout by which I came, I refolved to pafs by water down the 
river Goomty. I left Lucknow, therefore, on the r6th of 

July; and, from the various windings of the:river, I did not 

enter the Ganges (into which the river falls) until the 1ft of 


‘Pur banks of this river are, in moft places, very beautiful, 
and at this feafon particularly fo, having fmooth, floping 
banks of vegetable earth, and a fine verdure. There 
are ‘many villages on its banks, between Lucknow and 
the town of Jionpoor, but lefs cultivation, than I thould have 
juldged, wottld have been necelfary from the apparent popu- 
lation, It is fomewhat dangerous to proceed down this river 

. ua 
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without an efcort of the military for proteétion : near the vil- 
lage of Sultanpoor, there appeared a body of about fifty horfe 
‘belonging to a famous marauder Rah Sing, who had made 
himéelf extremely obnoxious. by his depredatiotis.His party 
watched my boats the whole of one night, within fifty yards of 
us, the alertnefs of my. Seapoys, however, prevented any 
attack, and ar day-break. the party marched off. 


Nor far from where this river enters the Ganges, ftands the 
fort of Jionpoor, a building of confiderable extent, on a high 
bank commanding the bridge. Itisnow chiefly in ruins, though 
formerly, from ftrength and natural fituation, it commanded the 
country from the Ganges quite to Lucknow : It was built by 
Sultan. Feroz Shah, about the year-1102; and this place at one 
‘time was the feat of an empire. Ohaja Jehan, Vizier to Sultan 
Mahummud Shah, during, the minority of his fon, Suitan 
‘Mamood Shah, afliamed the title of Sultan Shirki (or king of the 
Eaft), and tok poflefiion of, Balvar, and fixed his refidence at 
Jionpoor, where he built the great musjiid or maufoleum, 
which is ftill remaining, for the interment of himfelf and his 
family: This ruin ig a great pyramid inthe front, blunt at 
thetop, the apex being cut off; the front is covered with orna- 
‘ments, Over the center. of the.building in which are the 
remains of the tombs, rifes a dome, but much below the front 
of the building: is fen ‘from without there has’ alfo 
been a fquare of ‘inthe front, as appears by the foun- 
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‘Tar, bridge of ftone croffing the Goomty at this place is 
in tolerable repair, and confifts of fixteen pointed arches ; on 
the top of the bridge are many little fhops on both fides built 
of ftone.. From a Perfjan infcription on the bridge, we find 
it was founded by Khan Khannah, Vizier to the Emperor 
‘Achar, and Subah of the province of Oud, in the year 1567: 
‘The found principles upon which this bridge is built, are proved 
by its having withftood, for fuch a length of time, the force of 
the {tream, which in the time of the rains is very great. The 
inundations have been frequently known to rife even over the 
bridgeyinfomuch, that in the year 1774, a whole brigade of 
the Britith forces pafled over it in boats. * 


‘Tux river Goomty falls into the Ganges at a {mall diftance 
below the city of Benares, whence I proceeded diréét to Buxiar. 
At this time] alfo determined to make a journey to Safferam, 
twenty cofs inland, the birth-place of the Emperor Shere Shab, 
to vifitthe maufoleum of that Emperor, and to make drawings 
of it. ‘This being the feafon of the rains, it was with difficulty 
I could pafs-in my palankeen ; in inany places the bearers 
waded above their middle in water, and the whole ground was 
‘one continued fwamp. 


I covrp not but be greatly ftruck with the grandeur of 
this monument, rifing from the center of a large {quare lake, 
‘each fide botnded by mafonty, and defeending to the water by 

* A brigade confifts of ten thoufand men. 
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‘one fteps on every fide, now greatly ruined. 1 judged, by walk- 
{ng round the lake, and meafuring it by time, tovexceed a mile, 
‘The plan of this maufoleum is a {quare bac, rifing from the 
center of the lake, having at each angle pavilions crowned with 
domes, and finifhed with a cullus ; from this bale was a bridge, 
that, from the ruins now remaining, muft have confifted of fix 
ppointed'arches, which communicated to the fide of the lake, and 
on two fides are a double flight of fteps to the water; on the 
bafe is raifed an oftagon building, having three pointed arches 
in’each face, and on each angle are pavilions finifhed like the 
former, Somewhat behind this runs an oStagon with one witt= 
dow in each fide, and on the angles, pavilions like the others 
below; behind this is likewife-an o€tagon, ninety-two feet in 
diameter, and from the extremes fpring the dome, which is 
finithed on the top by a {mall pavilion, like thofe already de- 
feribed. A great part of the building is now covered with 
fhrubs and trees, which have taken root within the ftones, and 
promife a {peedy decay, if not a total overthrow, of this grand 
pile, The country in the neighbourhood is hilly; and fir 
rounding the lake are hills, formed by the excavations when. 
it was firft made; moft of thefe are now covered with trees. 
‘The infide of the building is perfeétly plain, nor does it 
appear ever to have had any decorations. ‘The tomb of the 
Emperor is ftill remaining in the center, with feveral others 
furrounding it, which are thofé of his children, The dome, 
like the reft of the building, is of a fine grey free ftone, now 
Aifcoloured by age and neglect, 
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‘On my return to Buxar, I proceeded to Bauglepoor, where 

I found my friend Mr, Cleveland on the bed of ficknefs, which 

in Jefe than three months deprived the Indian world of his 

valuable life, a lof irretrievable to his friends, and moft 
feverely felt by the public. 


AcoxsTan7, and indeed an inceflant application to public 
bufinels, without fafficient care of a very delicate frame, and 
pottponing until it became too late, the expedient of trying 
a more favourable climate, terminated the mortal exiftence. of 
this ineftimable man, who died on boar a fhip, at the mouth 
of the Ganges, in which he had embarked for the Cape of 
Good Hope. His remains were brought back in the pilot vef- 
fel that had attended the fhip, and were afterwards depofited 
at Bauglepoor, where a handfome monument was ereSted to 
his memory. 

Tarriven at Calcutta on the 24th of September, after a 
journey of nine months and fourteen days, through a country 
which had once been fabjest to the Moguls ; the greateft and 
the richeft empire, perhaps, of which the human annals can 
produce an inftance, and which was adorned by many really 
great characters in politics and in arms. 





Icaxnor look back at the various fcenes through which I 
pafled in thefé excurfions, without almoft involuntarily in- 
dulging.a train of refleGtions relative to the ftate of the arts, 


158 TRAVELS IN 


under this, as wellas under.the Hindoo government. ‘The 
amazing monuments which are {till to.be found in. India, 
prove the Muffulman conquerors, to have been well acquainted 
with the principles of architeéture, and at leaft to’have had.a 
tafte for grand compofition ; in painting, on the contrary, they 
have only exercifed themfelves in miniature, many of which 
are highly beautifal in compofition and in delicacy of colour 5 
their attempts in this art have alfo been confined to water- 
colours ; and they have laboured under a further difadvantage, 
the religion of Mahommed prohibiting all refemblances of 
‘animated nature. Whether the Arabs: have ever tranfgreffed 
the law in this point, I know not; but probably, on ac- 
count of the remotenefé of India from the original at of the 
religion of Mahomed, it may have loft mich of its rigour, and 
‘may, therefore, have left the princes of India at more liberty 
‘to indulge themfelves in this elegant art. 


Iw {eulpture there are no inftances \of Jexcellence: among 
‘the Moors, except in the Taje Mahael at Agra, upon which 
there are flowers carved with confiderable ability. 


‘Tue Hindoos appear to me to rife fuperior to the Mahom- 
medans in the ornamental parts of architecture. Some of the 
{culptures in their buildings are very highly to be commended 
for the beauty of the execution ; they may, indeed, be faid to 
be very fitely ‘drawn, tind cat with « peculiar fharpne(s. . The 
inftance which is produced in this work of a column from the 
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the weflern coaft of India; and which I fhould recomrhend 
to the attention of any: artift who may-be induced. to vifit 
India, in future, with intentions fimilar to thofe’ which, 
‘drew me from my native country, I meant to have com- 
menced my journey at~Benares, and finifhed at Surat. As 
this is a part of India untrodden by an artift, much matter 
might be colleéted relative to the fate of ancient India, as 
many of the Rajahs in that part of the country pofle(s lands 
handed down from the earlieft period of the Hindoo re- 
cords, I-muft think, from what I have feen of the Hindoo 
charaéter, that fuch a journey might be carried into execu- 
tion with perfedt fafety, and would add greatly to our flock 
of knowledge relative to the Eaftern continent, 


Ir is but too true that the expences would be confiderable, 
from the neceflity of being atiended by a great number of 
fervants; for, as is juflly obferved by Mr. Orme, in his 
fecond volume, “ The different cafts of the Indian religion 
being appropriated to. {pecific» and hereditary vocations, 
many of them are entirely prohibited from fervile offices 
and hard labour; and of thofe allotted. to fuch occupations, 
each mult abide by that alone to which he was born: the 
hufbandman_would be dithonoured by employing: his mat- 
tock, excepting in the field he is to fow; and even lower 
races have their diftin8tions, infomuch, that the cooly, who 
carries a burden on his head, will not carry it on his fhoul- 
der.” ‘The reputation, however, that would neceffarily at~ 
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BANGALORE. 


Bancarone, the capital of a province of the same name, in thé 
kingdom of Mysore, is situated in latitude 12° 47’ 30", and in longi- 
tude 77° 22' 17” east from Greenwich. From Madras it is distant two 
hundred and twenty-one miles, 4nd from Seringapatam seventy-seven. 
Of the surrounding country: the elevation is considerable; for the 
mercury in the barometer is always below twenty-seven inches, It’s 
climate may justly be deemed temperate, as the thermometer com- 
monly stands at 70°, has been sometimes observed below 60, and 
seldom rises higher than 8s The soil is not deficient in fertility, 
being capable of producing! most of the vegetables of Europe in abun- 
dance and perfection. 
Z 

‘The pettah, or town; is of considerable extent, being two thou- 
sand yards long, by seven hundred and fifty broad, within the fortifi« 
cations, which consist of a rampart, a thick hedge, and a deep dry 
ditch, ‘These do not completely surround the place, it being left open 
at the part opposite the fort, to the north of which itis situated. 





‘The fort is of an oval figure, extending somewhat more than nine 
hundred yards in it's longest diameter. It is fortified with a broad 
double\rampart, about thirty semicircular bastions, or turrets, and five 
cayaliers. ‘There are two entrances to it; one at each end. That on 
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the north, called the Delhi gate, consists of five strong, large gates, 
finished with considerable elegance: that on the south, called the My- 
‘sore gate, consists of four only, low, and far inferiour to the others in 
beauty. Both these gates are covered with outworks, The ramparts 
of the fort are extremely well built: the ditch is deep, and wide, but 
dry in most parts of it: the faussebraye and covert way are both very 
broad.” 


Originally built by the hindus, as some figures sculptured in the 
‘walls, and an ancient pagoda in the middle of the place, sufficiently 
evince, it has been considerably altered and improved in the modern 
style by Hyder Ali and Tippoo Sultan; who have added many out- 
works, and by whom the Delhi gate has been entirely rebuilt. ‘They 
likewise established here a mint, a foundry for brass canmon, a ma- 
chine for boring them, another for musket barrels, which will bore a 
hundred and thirty at once, an arsenal for military stores, and maga- 
zines for grain and gunpowder. 


‘Though these are in point of utility the most important, the 
most splendid fabric within the walls is ths palace built by Tippoo 
for his own residence. This is grand and spa~ious, displaying to the 
four winds of heaven as many ample fronts, each composing a lofty 
hall, the wooden roof of which is supported by colonnades of the same 
material, ‘The pillars are connected by scolloped arches; and the whole 
is superbly painted and gilt. ‘The walls in front of the entrances to 
the east and west halls haye\balconies, richly carved, and raised by 
small pillars, united by arches.\ In the middle of each balcony is a 
square projection, which we suppose to have been intended for the 
seat of state, whenever the Sultan held a durbar. The north and south 
fronts are extremely airy, no wall dividing them, so that the eye com- 


“+ or a plan ofthe fort and petiah, sce plate 90, atthe end of the book. 
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pletely pervades the building. In front of each face of the palace is a 
fountain: and on the north, south, and west, are jenanas, not yet 
finished, low, but highly ornamented with painting and gilding, 
Opposite the north and south fronts are small flower gardens, on the 
right and left, in which the pink of Europe vies with the variegated 
flowers of the east. 


With regard to the ancient history of Bangalore much infor- 
mation cannot yet be expected. About the middle of the seventeenth 
centary it belonged to a poligar rajah, named Kempy Gowr, from 
whom it was taken in 1665 by Remdoula Khan, a gerieral of Audil 
Shaw, king of Bejapour. By him it was left in charge to Shahajee, 
the father of Sewajée, from whom it devolved to Yekojec, one of his 
sons. Cassi Khan, a general of Aurung-zebe, investing it in 1689, 
‘Yekojee surrendered the place, and retired to Tanjore; after which it 
‘was sold by Cassim Khan to the Mysore rajah. About the year 1730, 
‘a mabratta army under Hindoo Row, attacked it, and took the pettah, 
but failed of success agains the fort. In 1746 the mahrattas again 
besieged it, under Gopay( Row. On this occasion the pettah was 
‘once more taken, batteres were erected, and a breach was made in 
the fort; but a sum of money induced the assailants to desist from 
pursuing their enterprise farther. 


Bangalore was deemed a place of great importance at the begin 
ning of the late war: but, as our commander in chief was desirous if 
possible to bring the enemy to a decisive action in the open field, it’s 
‘attack was not determined upon, till it plainly appeared, that 'Tippoo 
‘was too prudent to stake his fortune on the event of a general engage- 
ment. | Thus it was late in 1790 before the siege of this place was re- 
solved on; and early in 1791 ear! Cornwallis took the command of the 
army, avowedly with the intention of attacking it. He began his 
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‘march from Vellout on the sth of february; on the 20th the whole 
of his forces had ascended the ghauts, by the Muglee pass; aud on the 
‘sth of march the army was encamped before Bangalore. 

‘Tippoo, haying been deceived into a firm belief, that his lordship 
meant to take the road of the Barramaul valley, had fortified the Chant 
gamah pass in that quarter, and made dispositions to prevent our army 
from ascending the ghants there, ‘To call our general's attention home+ 
wards too, already had he begun to ravage the Carnatic, and had even 
taken Permacoil. Astonished when he found himself so egregiously 
duped, and learnt, that the british forces, having without interruption 
surmounted the formidable barrier opposed by nature to their progress, 
were rapidly penetrating into his dominions; he found himself com- 
pelled to abandon his purpose, and repair with speed to the protection 
of his own country. Marching with ineredible diligence, he arrived near 
Bangalore on the same day with our army, and made a show of offering 
battle: but lord Cornwallis, not deceived by this feint, opposed to him 
his left. wing only, while the right, cové-ing the battering train, bag- 
gage, and stores, pursued it's march, 'The\enemy began a cannonade 
at a great distance; which, as they did not avvance, was not returned. 
In the evening the whole army encamped within three miles of the 
fort; and next morning took a more convenient position on the north 
‘east of the pettah. 


‘The same morning the fort and pettah were reconnoitered; and 
in the afternoon another reconnoitering party went out, escorted by 
colonel Floyd, with the whole cavalry, and a brigade of infantry.’ ‘The 
colonel, observing the rear of Tippoo's army at a great distance from 
the main body, pursued and attacked it with the horse, and made him- 
self master of some guns: but a body of infantry advantageously posted 
behind some rocks, which he had not observed, galled him severely, 


5 


and obliged him to retreat. He was himself wounded, and his lose 
‘was considerable, chiefly owing to the badness of the ground. 


It being on many accounts desirable for our forces to have pos 
session of the pettah, it was resolved not to defer it’s attack. Accord- 
ingly the king’s 36th regiment, and the 26th battalion of bengal sepoys, 
under the command of lieutenant-colonel Cockerell, with a body of 
artillery under licutennt-colonel Moorhouse, were ordered to storm 
it the following morning. 


On the 7th, at dawn, they advanced to the north gate, which had 
been fixed on as the point of attack. ‘The first barrier was soon pene~ 
trated, and they rushed on to the second, but were opposed there by 
a well directed and close fire of musketry from the walis, accompa- 
nied by showers of ground rockets, which did considerable execution. 
‘Avsix-pounder was run up with it's muzzle to the gate; but it's explo- 
sion had no other effect than making a small hole. A second time it 
‘was fired with no better syécess. At this critical juncture fell. the 
gallant Moorhouse. As h/ was giving directions for an iron twelve- 
pounder to be brought uyj, hhe received a ball under his left shoulder, 
and. almost instantangstisly expired. Still the attack was continued 
with undannted perseverance, and the gate being at length considers 
ably shattered by reiterated explosions, it was forced open, und the 
‘whole detachment rushed in. ‘The enemy fied from the gate, but con 
tinued firing from the houses for some time. Parties were sent in 
different directions to dislodge them; and before nine we were in 
complete possession of the place. Captain Delany, of the 6th, was 
killed at the beginning of the attack, and our loss altogether amounted 
to about a hundred men. , a 
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‘Ib the afternoon Tippoo made"an attempt to dislodge us, and 
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three kushoons of his infantry entered the pettah,-at the opening on 
the south, which we have already noticed. Marching in regular divi- 
sions, their attack was conducted with great spirit, whilst Tippoo ad- 
‘vanced from the north-west side of the fort, and cannonaded our main 
army. ‘The steady bravery of our troops, however, reinforced with 
the 76th regiment, compelled them to retreat, with the loss of their 
standards, and at least five hundred men. 


Our batteries were soon after begun, and on the 12th three of 
them opened on the fort, with considerable effect on the defences, but 
too distant for making a breach. ‘Two others were erected therefore, 
about four or five hundred yards from the works. ‘These soon demo- 
lished the stone facing; but the solid body of the rampart, which was 
of red clay, crumbled but slowly. : 


‘On the 17th Tippoo again cannonaded our camp, from the heights 
‘on the north-east, but at too great distance to occasion any serious 
ae ‘ 


‘On the 21st he once more attempted to. interrupt our operations, 
appearing with his army on the east side of t+ fort, and seeming to 
meditate an attack on our batteries. He had likewise opened embra- 
sures in the bank of a tank, in*which he had planted some heavy can- 
‘non, that \would have enfiladed our trenches. His right wing and 
rear, however, being exposed to the attack of one of our wings, which 
made a movement towards him, he drew off, leaving part of his guns 
behind him. Thus had he now made an attack from. each of the three 
open quarters, and found them equally unsuccessful. 


Notwithstanding the heavy and well directed fire from the fort, 
from which the mud walls and other cover in the pettah greatly pro 
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tected our troops, the breach was now practicable; and accordingly 
it was resolved to storm the fort without delay. The flank compa- 
nies of all the king's regiments, under the command of major Skelly, 
and supported by some battalions of sepoys, were ordered upon this 
service. 


Colonel Maxwell commanded the attack, which commenced about 
eleven o'clock. ‘The fort, in a moment, was completely illumined by 
a number of blue lights suspended from the ramparts, for the purpose 
of discovering the assailants; practice very common in indian exmps 
and garrisons, ‘These lights exhibited to the camp a Striking and in 
teresting scene, during the mounting of the breach, and the climbing 
over the different parts of the’gateway, which was a principal object 
of the attack. The grenadiers with their usual intrepidity first as- 
cended the breach, clearing the way with their bayonets, and dispers 
ing the enemy with great slaughter. Thence they proceeded along 
the rampart to the right, whilst the light infantry took the contrary 
direction, and the rest of troops descended into the body of the 
place. They all met neg the opposite gate, which the fugitives in 
their tumaltuous retreat »now choked up, and a horrible scene of 
carnage ensued, ihdar, or governor, Bahaudar Khan, a vene- 
rable old soldier, and a favourite of his master, fell, bravely fighting to 
the last, near the colours of his fort. Above six hundred of the gar 
ison shared his fate; three hundred, most of them wounded, were 
made prisoners; and near two thousand are said to have escaped. 
‘Our loss was only about fifty officers and men, ‘killed and wounded. 


‘The body of the killahdar was found the next day, amidst a heap 
of slain, and pierced through and through with balls and bayonets. 
Earl Cornwallis sent a message to Tippoo, with an offer of the corpse 
for interment; to which the latter with equal spirit and prudence re- 
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SAVENDROOG. 


‘Tuts stupendous fortress, situated nineteen miles néarly west by 
south from Bangalore, enjoys such advantages from nature, as to need. 
little assistance from art; though art seems to have neglected nothing 
to render it absolutely impregnable. It is a vast mountain of rock, 
supposed to rise above balf a mile in perpendicular height, from a base 
of eight or ten miles in circumference. 

Completely surrounded by walls, and defended by cross walls and 
barriers wherever it was decmed accessible, it has the fastio-advan- 
tage of being divided above by avast chasm, separating it into two 
hills; each of which having it's own defences, two distinct citadels are 
formed, capable of being maintained independiint of the lower works. 
Beside all this, added to the rocky hills and natural forest thickened 
‘with clumps of planted bamboos, which constitute no easily surmount- 
able barricade, the pestiferous atmosphere threatens with inevitable de= 
struction the’hardiest troops, should they lie long befort it, Hence it's 
‘significant appellation of Savendroog, or the Rock of Death. So con+ 
fident indeed was Tippoo Sultan in it’s strength, that he was highly 
pleased when he heard the british troops had ran their heads against 
the tremendous Gurdun Shek6, a name he had himself given it, imply- 
ing the Neck of Majesty; and his courtiers even congratulated him on 
the event, as on a victory. 
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About the commencement of the present century Savendroog be- 
Tonged to an independant chieftain, or poligar, named Kempy Gowr, 
from whom it was taken by treachery in Ira Slee Rates OV. 
‘Mysore; after a long siege. : 


In the lower fort or pettah were some time confined twenty british: 
officers, and thirty soldiers, taken prisoners by Hyder Ali. Whilst they 
were here, Ameen Sahib was sent hither by his nephew, Tippoo Sultan, 
who had succeeded to the throne, and was kept for some days without 
food in a small enclosure on the top of the rock. He broke loose, but 
‘was soon retaken; and, being tied hand and foot, in a standing posture, 
toa stake driven into the ground, he was thus exposed for some time 
to the scorching sun, till an order arrived for the bowstring to put a pe- 
riod to his existence and his sufferings. This example before their eyes, 
with the accounts they frequently received of the murder of their fel- 
Jows in other prisons, tended by no means to cheer our countrymen in 
their confinement: but the treaty of Mangalore taking place in the be- 
ginning of 1783, they heard the glad tidings of peace, and soon after 
‘expesione4 the happiness of revisiting the territories of the british em- 
pire. 


‘Towards the end of the year 1791, lord Cornwallis, having to wait 
in this part of the country for convoys from the Carnatic, judged it a 
favourable opportunity to attempt the reduction of Savendroog; as it’s 
remaining in possession of the enemy would have been a considerable 
impediment to the success of his grand enterprize. Posting therefore 
the main body of his army in ‘such a situation as to support the attack, 
and cover an important convoy he expected; and three detachments, 
under lieutenant-colonel Cockerell, captain Welch, and captain Alex- 
ander Read; on the northern, middle, and southern roads; he entrusted 
the execution of this arduous enterprize to lieutenant-colonel Stuart, 
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who commanded the right wing of the army, and had been employed, 
in the first campaign, in reducing the forts of Dindigul and Palgaut= 
cherry, : 


‘On the 11th of december the colonel pitched his camp within three 
miles of the north side of the rock, the quarter from which the chief 
engineer had proposed to carry on the attack. His force consisted of 
the 52d and 72d regiments, commanded by lieutenant-colonel Nesbitt, 
three battalions of sepoys, and a detachment of artillery under major 
Montagu, with a park of four eighteen-pounders, four twelves, two 
howitzers, atid the field pieces of the corps. 


‘To cut a gun-road from thesencampment, and transport the artil- 
lery to the foot of the mountain, over rocky hills, and through a thick 
forest of bamboos, required incredible exertion: but to patient zeal and 
persevering ardour what is impracticable? By the 17th the work was 
accomplished, and two batteries were opened; one at a thousind, the 
other at seven hundred yards distance. ‘The defences of the wall were 
much damaged, and the fire of the enemy was in great mepemtsiienced 
by these: but the difficulty of making a breach was greater than was 
expected, the wall being built of immense stones, of which the lower 
tier was bound to the rock by clamps of iron. 


On the 19th opened an advanced battery, which it had been found 
necessary to-crect within two hundred and fifty yards of the wall; and 
before the lapse of the succeeding day a practicable breach was effected. 
‘The forest, through which the troops had cut their way with such la- 
‘our, now became an advantage; as under cover of it, and of crevices 
and projections in the rock, a lodgment was made within twenty yards 
of the bteach. 
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‘was dircoted to four different attacks... Captain Gage, with the grena- 
diers of the 52d, and the flank ‘companies of the 76th, to gain the 
eastern hill,to the left:’ the honourable captain Monson, with the light 
company of the 62d, to-scour the works-towards the.western hill, on 
the right: the honourable captain Lindsay, arid captain Robertson, with 
the flank Companies, of the 71st regiment, to séparate, and attack the 
works or parties they might discover in the chasm or hollow’ between 
the hills: the s2d and 72d_ regiments were’to follow the flank compa- 
nies. Atythe same time parties were detached round the mountain, 
under lieuitenant-colone] Baird, and major Petrie, to draw the attention 
of the enemy from the main object, and to endeavour to prevent their. 


At eleven o'clock, a signal of two guns ‘being fired from the bat- 
teries, the -troops ‘advanced:.to the assault; the band of the 624 regi- 
ment playing * Britons, strike home!’ while the grenadiers and light 
infantry tounted he breach 


hig iy: gsi Sober ti a aay 
come down from the western hill, for.the defence of the breach: but 
‘on the appearance:of the british soldiery advancing to the storm, they 
were scized with a panicy.and fled, Our troops advanced as rapidly as 
the ruggedness of the rock,-and the steepness of the ascent would per-. 
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mit; and the eastern hill, immediately above the breach, was carried by 
Ra SS REET COERMREeteM 
we 

‘The other division and man ody. of the enemy endeavoured to 
gain the western hill. Had this been effected, the siege must have 
recommenced; that part of the mountain being defended by several 
‘walls and barriers, whilst in most places it is of a precipitous steepness. 
On these accounts it was impossible to entertain any very sanguine 
hopes of getting possession of it immediately: captain Monson was left 
to his discretion, therefore, either to advance, if he found it adviseable, 
or to take post where the ground might favour a lodgmeiit for attack- 
ing the works. 

‘The pathway from the breach to the western hill being not only 
extremely steep, but narrow, the fugitives impeded each other; and a 
few well directed shots from the batteries, at that juncture, did execu- 
tion, and increased their confusion. Captain Monson, with his own 
light company of the 62d regiment, and a serjeant and twelve grena- 
diers of the 71st, pressed so hard, that they entered bar- 
riers along with the enemy, killing a number of them, among whom 
‘was the second killahdar; and gained possession of the top of the moun- 
tain, where the head killahdar was made prisoner. So close and critical 
‘was the pursuit, that the serjeant of the 71st, when at some distance, 
shot the man who was shutting the first gate. 





Above a hundred of the enemy were killed on the western hill, 
and several fell down the precipices in their endeavours to escape from 
‘the assailants, ‘The prisoners were few. According to their report, 
Looe Ce 
the siege. i 
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MAUGREE PAGODAS. 


‘Turse Pagodas are situated in latitude 12° 57' 26" south; twenty-four 
miles west from Bangalore; about five miles and half, north west by 
‘west half west, from Savendroog; and nearly the same ‘distance east 
from Outradroog. ‘The fort lies a mile and a quarter from them east 
south east. * 


Lofty, and of elegant structure, they are built on an eminence, 
commanding a fine prospect of the country around: but they have long 
been abandoned, and are falling into decay. Within the square which 
encloses them are several choultries, the walls and cielings of which 
are adorned with curious paintings and sculptures. In them are’ de« 
picted under a variety of allegorical forms the hindu deities; particu- 
larly the god Vishnu, whose numerous actions; and several incarnations, 
are minutely displayed: and these monuments of their worship are 
still held in veneration by the remaining brahmins, and people of the 
hindu religion. 





‘The town’ of Maugree was large and surrounded with villages: 
_ and these superb pagodas, the smaller ones in every village, the swamey 
houses, or hindu temples, on every eminence, even on the pinnacles of 
the droog, and the numerous large tanks that water the adjoining 
country, testify it's having been once a rajahship of great note. But 
‘war and conquest have altered it’s features. 
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OUTRADROOG. 


Ovrnraproog, one of the many strong fortresses of the Mysore coun- 
try, in which a small intrepid band might long keep a lange army at 
bay, is about eleven miles distant from Savendroog, towards the west 
north west, and thirty west from Bangalore. 


Hither were sent at the commencement of the late hostilities 
twelve of the crew of the Hannibal, whom admiral Sufftein basely de- 
livered into the hands of Hyder Ali, during that war, in which Britain 
had alone to contend with the forces of the east and west, aided by 
the arms of her neighbours in Europe. Prom this place they contrived 
to escape, one dark and rainy night, down the precipices on the north 
side of the rock, at the expence of a few bruises, and one broken arm. 
But they were unfortunately discovered the next day, by a boy keep- 
ing cattle, who conveyed information of their track to the garrison. 
Finding themselves pursued, they separated: seven were retaken; two 
arrived safe in the british territories; of the other three no tidings have 
ever been heard. 


‘The recaptured fugitives could expect nothing but the severest 
treatment; and indeed of six of them famine soon put a period to the 
existence. The seventh, Mr. Cadman, a midshipman, must soon like- 
wise, have perished from inanition, had not the army of lord Corn- 
wallis passed this way; when fear probably. induced the killahdar to 
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supply him with a sufficiency of wholesome nourishment. ‘This soon 
recruited his strength, and enabled him to be removed to Seringapatam, 
where he was liberated about six months wet by Me ricco 
trymen. 


On the march of the army from Seringapatam to Bangalore, in 
june 1791, this fortress was summoned to surrender, The killahdar 
tauntingly answered: “ I have eaten Tippoo's salt for twenty years, 
and will not give up my post till you have taken Seringapatam.”” 





He was unable however to keep his word; for though lord Corn- 
wallis judged it not adviseable to attack the fortress at this time, he 
sent against it, on the 28d of december following, licutenant-colonel 
Stuart's detachment, flushed with the capture of Savendroog. 


‘The killahdar, being again summoned, appeared to persist in his 
resolution; and to avoid any communication, fired on the flag of truce. 
Colonel Stuart in consequence made his disposition to attack the lower 
fort’and pettah* next morning. Captain Scott, of the bengal establish- 
ment, with four battalion companies of the 62d and 72d regiments, and 
his own battalion of sepoys, was sent on this service, while another 
Body made a feint, and opened some guns on the opposite side of the 
fort. 


So rapidly did captain Scott carry the lower fort by escalade, that 
the killahdar sent to request a parley. While this took place, an appear 
ance of treachery was observed in the upper fort, the garrison being 
busily employed in moving guns, and bringing them to bear on the 
assailants. 


* For plan ofthe fort and peta, see the end of the work. 
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‘Exasperated at this sight, and impatient of the delay, the troops 

rushed on to the assault. Lieutenant M'Innes, of the 72d regi- 

the storm, with part of the europeans, and the pioneers, com- 

manded by lieutenants Dowse and Macpherson; supported by captain 
Scott, who followed in more regular order with the rest of his force. 


Some of the, gates were burst open, others escaladed; till, having 
passed five or six different walls, which defended this steep and difficult 
rock, the troops at length gained the summit, So infatuated were the 
enemy, that whenever they saw a single european above the walls they 
fied: and although, from the steepness and narrowness f the road in 
the ascent, a few men of determined courage might with ease have 
stopped the progress of the assailants, they attempted not to make the 
least resistance; except at the last gateway, where a few muskets were 
discharged, by which two soldiers were wounded. ‘The killahdar was 
made prisoner; many of the garrison were killed; and many, terrified 
at the approach of the british soldiers with their bayonets, are said to 
have rushed headlong from the rock. 

‘When in our possession, this place was fitted up'as a general hos- 
pital, and a magazine for the grain and stores, that could not be carried 
on immediately with the army. For these purposes it was extremely 
well adapted, as the lower fort was strong, spacious, and contained a 
number of good houses. It’s situation, too, was convenient, being be- 
tween forty and fifty miles from Seringapatam. 
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RAMGURRY. 


Rasovnny is situated twenty-six miles south west from Bangalore, 
and fifty-one cast north east from Seringapatam, on the middle road be- 
tween those two places. The fortifications occupy a considerable ex- 
tent, and are very respectable in point of strength; though the place is 
by no means capable of making such a resistance as Savendroog, or even 
Outradroog. 


‘The country around has a wild and savage aspect, it abounding 
"with barren rocks, and extensive thickets, the abode of tigers and other 
beasts of prey. Iron, however, the common product Of the sterile soil, 
that denies man the more genial fruits of nature, is found here in con- 
siderable quantities, and applied to that worst, of purposes, the fabrica- 
tion of implements of war, Surely this was not the design of the be- 
nevolent creator of the universe! He gave it as an instrument to con- 
tribute to the support of life, not to spread destruction around. Where 
the prolific besom of the earth spontancously yields the nutritious and 
delightful produce of vegetation, the spade and the ploughshare are un- 
necessary, and iron is not to be found. But where every exertion of 
art must be employed, to force the barren glebe to fertility, there su- 
premé beneficence has placed the friendly ore at hand, to furnish in- 
dustry with the implements requisite to render it's toil efficacious. 
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SHEVAGURRY. . | 


~~» Suevacuner is a large fortified rock, situated nearly in the centre of 
that extensive forest, which reaches from Sheyagunga to the banks of 
the Cauyery. 


This fort, as well as Ramgurry, from which it is not far distant, 
‘was one of those, which, in 1780, were taken from Kempy Gowr, by 
Deo Rauze. : 


It surrendered, at the first summons, to captain Welch, on the 22d 
of december, 1791, immediately after the fall of it’s neighbour. 
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‘The whole space between the fort and the laul baug, except the 
‘gedupeeaeoen ama just mentioned, was filled with 
houses, forming an extensive suburb, of which the pettah of Shaher 
Ganjam alone remains; the rest having been destroyed by ‘Tippoo to 
make room for batteries to defend the island, and to form an esplanade 
to the fort. 

‘This pettah, of modern structure, built in the centre of the island, 
is about half'a mile square. ‘The streets, regularly crossing each other, 
fare all wide, shaded on each side by trees, and full of good houses; and 
a strong mud ‘vall surrounds it. In-all probability this town was pre- 
served for the accommodation of the bazar people and merchants, and 
pti ceermiete chste Conniecarasatiet meat Unseen 
it's defence. 


Within the taul baug Tippoo had erected for himself a superb pa- 
lace, and in the eastern corner of the garden a pleasant bungulo, or 
summerhouse, looking down the Cauvery, where a junction of those 
two arms that surround the island is formed. This bungulo and the 
‘upper part of the palace afforded excellent accommodations for our sick 
and wounded officers; as did the lower part of the palace, and the square 
‘of faquier's choultries round Hyder's tomb, for the private soldiers. 


‘The fort itself, constructed on the west end of the island, is of a 
triangular figure,-.The two branches of the river embrace it on it’s 
Jongest sides. ‘The base of the’triangle, towards the island, being the 
face most liable to attack, is by strong outworks, and defended 
‘by two broad and massy ramparts, the second a considerable distance 
within the first. Each of these ramparts has good flank defences, a 
deep ditch, with drawbridges, and every advantage of modern fortifica- 
tion. ‘The white walls of the fort, it’s regular outworks, magnificent 
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buildings, and ancient hindu pagodas, contrasted with the more lofty and 
splendid mooeques lately raised in honour of the mohammedsn faith of 
which Tippoo was the zealous apostle, render it a conspicuous object.” 


Seringapatam formerly belonged to a pious poligar rajah, who, 
going on a pilgrimage to Ramisseram, had confidence enough in his 
neighbour, the prince of Mysore, to leave it in his charge, Having duly 
aatoned, as he imagined, for his sins; he returned to his capital: but the 
miysorean refused to deliver it up; asserting, that the god Serung had 
‘commanded him to retain the government. ‘The new sovereign, backed 
by the authority of the god, being too hard for the poor pilgrim, he 
was obliged to relinquish bis sceptre, which continued in the family of 
the usurper for three centuries, 


His descendants enlarging their dominions by conquest, Seringa- 
patam ultimately became the metropolis of an extensive kingdom, now 
known by the general name of Mysore. One of these, marrying into 
the family of the Cullala poligar, promoted him to the office of delwy, 
or prime minister; and custom gradually rendered this office, as it has 
many others, hereditary, In the year 1747, Nundy Rauze, at that 
time delwy, deposed the rajah Shumea Rauze; sent him prisoner to 
Kuppaldroog, where he died in confinement; and placed on the throne 
Kishen Rauze, an infant of the royal fumily. Under this nominal rajah 
the reins of government remained entirely in his own hands; and, to 
render his authority more securely permanent, he gave him his daughter 
in marriage. 

| Among other expeditions Nundy Rauze engaged in the dispute be- 
tween Mohammed Ali and Chunda Sahib; and it was in this service, 

+ Peed plan of the fort and iiland and the operations of the sege in february, 1702, see the 
end of the book, é 
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that Hider Ali ethibited the drt tokcpesaf that:couragey skill, andinc® 
tivity, in the command of a body of horse, which were the instruments. 
of his subsequent aggrandizement; enabling him to to: spplant 
‘Nundy Rauze, oigies narnia 

DogmelitiemalDaiwas Hews snahratta generals, under Hana, 
entered Balaghaut in 1766, and gave Hyder an opportunity of display- 
ing his abilities afresh. On this occasion he grew into very high favour 
with the rajah and Nundy Rauze, who bestowed on him the title of 
bahauder, and the post of generalissimo, Finally, however, the ‘mah-- 
rattas acquired such superiority, that Nundy Rauze began to despair 
of an accommodation; when Hyder confidently engaged to procure a 
peace. Being in consequence invested with full power to treat, and 
act according to the exigence of the case, he assumed the.cntire ma- 
nagement of public affairs, appointed for his peishkar Kundy Row, ori- 
ginally his slave, mortgaged a great part of the lands for ready money, 
to buy peace from the mahrattas, gave jagheers to the rajah and Nundy 
Rauze for their maintenance, and supported the army on the remainder 
of the revenues. 

‘The mahrattas, having returned to their own country, were not 
long before they engaged inva war with Sujah Dowlah and other mo- 
hammedan powers in the north, and sent the greater part of their forces 
to Hindustan; An opportunity so favourable was not to be neglected 
by the politic and active Hyder, who soon reconquered from them all 
the provinces they had forcibly ravished from the mysorean dominions. 
‘This event took place in the year 1760... It completely established his 
‘authority, and obtained him fresh honours from his nominal masters. 


It-was about this period, that Burry Amma, an old woman of the 
rajah’s family, formed the design of depriving Hyder of his power, and 
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restoring the rajah, or rather his minister, to his authority. In this plot 
she engaged Kundy Row. 


Hyder had just returned from an expedition, and encamped on the 
island, when a cannonade from the fort gave him the first intimation 
of the plot. Unacquainted with the extent of the danger that me- 
naced him, he fled with a small party to Bangalore, where he collected 
his troops. Thence returning in full force to Seringapatam, he threat- 
ened the place with destruction, unless Burry Amma would deliver up 
the traitor Kundy Row, that his perfidy might receive it’s due punish- 
ment, Tertified into compliance, she gave up her wretched tool, who 
‘was immediately sent to Bangalore; where, after having been confined 
a month in an iron cage, the bowstring put an end to his life. Hyder 
now entered the fort without opposition, and reassumed the reins of 
government, but made a specious offer of resigning them to Nundy 
Rauze. He, confiding in his false professions, was weak enough to put 
himself into Hyder's power; but he soon perceived his errour, when, 
instead of a palace, he found prepared for him a prison, "Thus Hyder 
attained the summit of authority, and exercised it with despotic sway: 
though he still affected to rule in the name of the rajah, whom he an- 
nually exhibited to the public at the dussarah festival; when, in the 
true style of oriental ‘nypocrisy, he presented to him a tmuzzer, and pro- 
fessed himself his slave. 


In 1767 a confederacy was formed against Hyder, to which in all 
appearance he must inevitably have fallen a victim. After having rapidly 
recovered all the northern provinces, which Hyder had formerly conceded 
and afterwards taken from them, a great army of mahrattas, under Mah- 
doo Row, and another of the soubah’s forces, commanded by the nizam 
in person, and his brother Bazalet Jung, joined by a detachment of british 
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troops, sagas Sai Ot saa oancanemanapied 
expedition, proceeded to attack Seringapatam, 


Hyder determined to risk every thing in it’s defence, and intrench- 
ed himself under the walls, having first laid waste the adjacent country. 
‘The plain of Seringapatam was covered with above a hundred thousand 
cavalry, and more than two hundred elephants, followed by a body of 
infantry, with about fifty large cannons. ‘They drew off however, on 
receiving the first discharge of artillery from Hyder's lines; and deem- 
ing it impracticable to force a position of such strength, they differed 
on the measurts to be pursued for the further prosecution of the war. 
In want both of grain and forage, the mabrattas were bought off by 
Hyder, and withdrew from the siege. "The nizam, too, apprehensive 
for his safety, agreed to a separate negotiation; which not only termi- 
nated hostilities on his part, but ended in his uniting with Hyder, to 
exterminate the british power in the Carnatic. To this alliance the 
‘nizam did not continue true; but it's consequence was a ruinous inva- 
sion of our territories, which, though ably opposed by general Joseph 
‘Smith, conchided in a disgraceful peace, dictated by Hyder at the gates 
of Madras, in 1769: i 


In 1771 the mahrattas again invaded Mysore ‘under Mahdoo Row: 
‘but that chief, after various successes, returned to Poonah, and left 
‘Trimmuck Row to carry on the war. In this war, Hyder’s army was 
overtaken at Chileahoorly hill, near the lake of Mooty ‘Tallaow, as-he 
1vas retreating to his eapital, and was totaly defeated, with a dreadful 
slaughter; Hyder himself escaping to Seringapatam, without a single 
attendant. ‘The total subversion of Hyder’s empire must in all proba- 
bility have followed, but for the friendly interposition of Mara Row, 
‘who had considerable influence with the mahratta chiefs, ‘Through 
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his means he was enabled to purchase a peace, a Gb patie of winty 
Jacs of rupees; and his own extraordinary abilities enabled him soon to 
“ retrieve his affairs. 


In 1774 Hyder obtained from Ragobah, who had succeeded to the 
government of the mahratta country, a grant of all the provinces he 
had ceded. The chiefs, who governed them, however, refused to give 
them up: but he expelled them by force, and amongst them even his 
friend Mara Row. He then turned his arms against the rajahs of Chit- 


tledroog and Harponelly, and other poligars, all of whose possessions 
and treasures he seized. 
+ 


In 1780 he invaded the Carnatic, with an atmy of near a hundred 
thousand men, and threatened utterly to crush the british power on 
the Coromandel coast; when he was defeated in a pitched battle by sir 
Eyre Coote, at the head of the remains of our forces, who thus checked 
his ambitious career. 


Hyder Ali Khan died in 1782, and was succeeded by his son Tip- 
poo Sahib, under the appellation of 'Tippoo Sultan. 


In 1790 the mahrattas and the nizam once more united with the 
british government, to repress the growing power, and curb the restless 
ambition of the sovereign of Mysore. ‘To enter at large into a detail 
of every minute circumstance of the war would take up too much room, 
and we have’already recorded some of it’s principal events:* we must 
content ourselves, therefore, with a brief abstract of what more imme- 
diately relates to our subject, 

* bobs oscteteacos of Ihe war ape marked tha guns map of Ue Réysore nd Corn 
Ai, at the end of the work 





The british forces were into three bodies: One, named 
from it’s position the centre army, commanded by colonel Kelly, was 
to protect the Carnatic: a second, the bombay army, tundet general 
Abercromby, was to reduce the country lying on the west of the 
ghauts, and then to form a junction with the grand army: the third, 
under general Medows, was to reduce the Coimbettore country, and 
then ascend the eastern ghauts. Of the latter army ear! Cornwallis in 
1791 took the command. ‘The mahrattas and the nizam were to at- 
tack the enemy's dominions in the quarters bordering on their's, and 
proceed on to Seringapatam; where all the forces were to unite, as in 
‘one common centre. 





It was on the 13th of may, that lord Cornwallis, who had been 
jeined at Cottapilly on the 13th of april by 14 or 14000 of the nizam’s 
troops, pitched his camp at Arakeery, about nine miles east of Seringa- 
patam. ‘Tippoo immediately crossed over from the island, to the north 
side of the river, and took a position directly in his front, about six 
miles distant. ‘The ground chosen by Tippoo was such, that he could 
not be attacked in front but under great disadvantages. To avoid these, 
lord Cornwallis, who ardently desired to bring bim to a general action, 
marched round some hills on his right, by a circuitous course, on the 
night of the fourteenth, and came in view of his‘left wing at eight in 
the morning of the 16th. ‘This obliged Tippoo to change his ground; 
though it would still have been sufficiently advantageous, had he not 
to have contended with troops far superiour to his own; particularly 
as our army had marched the whole of a wet and stormy night, over 
bad ground, and the draft cattle were already jaded. 


‘The action was begun by colonel Maxwell, who stormed and car- 
ried a height, where an advanced party, commanded by Kummur ul 
‘Deen, was posted. On this the main body moved forward, and the 
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action soon became general, Colonel Maxwell, leaving a sufficient 
force to keep possession of the height, advanced rapidly to gain the as- 
cent of the Carigat ridge, close to the enemy's left flank; and colonel 
Floyd immediately advanced with the cavalry towards the right. On 
this the enemy gave way; and our army pursued, till the batteries on 
the island opened, and checked it's progress. One gun was captured 
in the field, and three on the height, seyeral colours were taken, and 
three thousand stands of arms were found on the field after the battle. 


Notwithstanding this victory, and though general Abercromby 
with his army was at hand, provision falling short, and the rainy sea- 
son, and consequent swelling of the Cauvery, approaching, it was im- 
possible to remain before Seringapatam for the present with any pros- 
pect of success. Nay, so exhausted were the draft bullocks, that it was 
found necessary to destroy the train of battering artillery, previous to 
retreating towards Bangalore, On the 6th of june, the combined ar- 
mies, for the mahrattas had joined on the 28th of may, quitted the vici- 
nity of Tippoo's capital, 


‘The intermediate time having becn employed in taking such mea- 
sures as tended to further the grand object of the campaign, on the sth 
of february, 1792, the army once more encamped in the neighbourhood 
of Seringapatam, Tippoo was also encamped under it's walls, on the 
north side of the Cauvery, within the bound hedge. 


Qn the night of the 6th lord Cornwallis planned a bold attack on 
‘Tippoo's fortified camp, which was executed with complete success. 
It was conducted in three divisions: the right commanded by major- 
general Medows; the centre under the immediate orders of lord Corn- 
wallis, with lieutenant-colonel Stuart as second in command; the left 
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had his left hand grazed by a musket shot. 


‘Though our loss was considerable, it was nothing int proportion 
to the advantages of the victory; and that of the enemy was of course 
much greater. It is said, that some days after the battle the sultan’s 
killed, wounded, and missing amounted to twenty thousand; great 
numbers having deserted in consequence of his defeat. He lost also his 
‘camp, and eighty pieces of cannon. 


Immediatély on gaining this victory colonel Stuart took post on 
the east end of the island, with a strong detachment, and our grand 
camp was removed nearer the walls. ‘The island afforded abundance 
of materials for the siege, and our people began to prepare them with 
the utmost alacrity. On the night of the 18th the trenches were open- 
ed, on the north side of the fort; and in the mean time major Dalrym- 
pple beat up the enemy's horse camp, on the south side of the river, in 
order to draw their attention to that quarter. On the 19th general 
Abercromby crossed to the south side of the Cauvery. 


‘Tippoo now used every exertion to strengthen his defences; yet, 
despairing of being able to make any effectual resistance, he seriously 
turned his thoughts to peace; and lord Cornwallis agreed to receive 
vakeels with his proposals. ‘The first-meeting was on the 16th; a se- 
cond took place on the 16th; a third, on the 19th; and a fourth, on the 
21st. Still the military operations on neither side were suspended; and 
‘on the 22d Tippoo made an attack on an advanced party of the bombay 
army, but was repulsed, 

By the 1st of march the two breaching batteries, one of twenty 
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guns, the other of twelve, would have been ready to open; as well as 
an enfilading battery of at least ten on the south west side of the fort. 
Adding to these the cross fire that was to be directed from the island 
and Sibbald’s redoubt, with the mortars and howitzers of the train, 
there would have been a fire of fitty pieces of heavy ordnance against 
the place; not to reckon any number of smaller guns, that it might 
have been deemed necessary to employ. Furnaces for heating shot, 
too, were prepared: so that this extensive fortress, filled with houses 
constructed of combustible materials, must almost inevitably have 
been soon in flames. 

But in the general orders issued on the 24th of february, the pres 
liminaries of peace were announced, and hostilities were directed to 
cease. 





‘As hostages for the fulfilment of the treaty 'Tippoo agreed to give 
his second and third sons. ‘The elder, Abdul Kalik, was about ten 
years of age; dark complexioned, with thick lips, a small flattish nose, 
and a long pensive countenance, yet graceful in his manner, and, when 
the novelty of his situation wore off, animated in his appearance. ‘The 
younger, Mooza ud Deen, was about eight; remarkably fair, with ree 
gular features; a small round face, large full eyes, anda lively countes 
nance. His mother, « sister of Burham ud Deen, who was killed at 
Sattimungalum, a beautiful, delicate woman, died absolutely of fear, a 
few days after the attack of the lines. 

On the 26th, about noon, the princes left the fort, mounted on 
elephants richly caparisoned, seated in silver houders, and attended by 
their father's vakeels. At the tents sent from the fort for their accom- 
modation, and pitched near the mosque redoubt, they were met by sir 
John Kennaway, and the vakeels of’ the nizam and the mahratta chief, 





also on elephants, who accompanied them to head quarters. ‘The pro- 
cession was led by several camel hircarrahs, and seven standard bearers, 
carrying bmall green flags suspended from rockets, followed by a-hun- 
dred pikemen, whose weapons were inlaid with silver. Their guard of 
two hundred sepoys, and a party of horse, brought up the rear. As 
they approached head quarters, the battalion of bengal sepoys, command- 
RED in Wine seor mu yiondes oe maa seamchecha 
ecivethem, 

‘Lord Cornwallis, attended by his staff, and some of the principal 
officers of the strmy, met the princes at the door of his large tent, as 
they dismounted from their elephants; and, after embracing them, led 
them, one in each hand, into the tent. When they were seated on 
each side of his lordship, Gullam Ali, the principal vakeel, addressed 
hhim thus: These children were this morning the sons of the sultan my 
master; their situation is now changed, and they must look up to your 
lordship as their father, 


~ Lord Cornwallis, who had received the boys with the tenderness 
of a parent, anxiously assured the vakeel, and the princes themselves, 
Se mit etree De aipraytine ery patie 
taken of their persons. 


“At thea nh las aaa og te in 
gowns, and red turbans... ‘Each had several rows of large pearls round 
his neck, from which hung an ornament consisting of a ruby and an 
‘emerald, of considerable size, surnyunded by large brilliants, and in his 
turban 2 sprig of valuable pearls, ‘The correctness and propriety of 
their conduct evinced, that they had been bred up with infinite care, and, 
taught in their youth to imitate the reserve and politeness of age. 
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» ‘The day following lord Cornwallis, attended as before, visited the 
princes at their tent. Each of them presented his lordship with a fine 
persian sword; and in return he gave the elder a fusee; the younger, a 
pair of pistols, of curious workmanship. 


Still, however, such difficulties and delays arose on the part of Tip- 
poo, respecting the final adjustment of the definitive treaty, that prepa- 
rations were made for recommencing the siege, and hostilities were on 
the point of being renewed. Probably our demand of the Coorga coun- 
try was the article to which he was most averse; as it prevented him 
from wreaking his vengeance on the rajah, whom he considered as the 
chief instrument of the war. To this, however, he found himself ob- 
Jiged to submit; and on the 19th of march the treaty was delivered to 
the confederate powers, having been signed on the 17th of that month, 
or the 23d of the month rejeb, in the ycar of the hejra 1200. 


By this treaty half of Tippoo's dominions, affording an annual re- 
venue of one hundred and eighteen lacs and half of rupees, were par- 
celled out amongst the confederate powers; all the prisoners of the four 
powers, from the time of Hyder Ali, were to be uniequivocally restored ; 
and three crores, and thirty lacs of ripees were to be paid by Tippoo 
to the allies, half immediately, the remainder by three instalments, of 
four months each. A perpetual friendship and alliance was also of 
course agreed upon between the parties. 
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